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35th Governor’s Conference on Energy and the Environment
Lexington Convention Center
Sept. 26-27, 2011
AGENDA
Monday, September 26
8:30 a.m.
Pre-conference session: KY EXCEL member meeting

11 a.m.
Conference Registration Begins & Exhibit Area Opens

Noon

Opening Luncheon
· Dr. Len Peters, secretary, Energy and Environment Cabinet, will deliver the opening remarks 

· Dr. Lee Todd, Professor, University of Kentucky

1:45-5 p.m.
Plenary Session

1:45 p.m.
Gwen Keyes Fleming, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IV Administrator

2:30 p.m. 
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s Transmission Ruling (FERC 1000) and the Potential Impact on Kentucky and Other Southeastern States

Panel Discussion (William Bowker, moderator)

· Michael S. Beer, Vice-President, Federal Regulation and Policy, LG&E/KU

· Lisa M. Barton, Executive Vice-President, AEP Transmission

· Robin Lunt, Assistant General Counsel, National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC)

3:45 p.m.

Break & View Exhibits
4 p.m.
“The View from Washington:  Federal Energy Policy and the Outlook for Kentucky.” A discussion with Rebecca Byers, Director of the Kentucky Washington Office, and Jack Bagley, President of the Bagley Group, Moderated by Secretary Len Peters.

5-7 p.m.
Reception in Exhibit Hall (hors d'oeuvres & cash bar)
Tuesday, September 27

8:30 a.m.
Plenary Session
· Former Colorado Gov. Bill Ritter, Jr., Director, Colorado State University, Center for the New Energy Economy

· Dave Adkisson, President and CEO, Kentucky Chamber of Commerce

10:30 a.m.
 - Noon

Concurrent Breakout Sessions 
· Coal Mining and Reclamation Practices, Paul Rothman, Department for Natural Resources, moderator. Panelists from academia and industry will discuss developing mining strategies that are designed to minimize long-term environmental impacts while providing for reclaimed mine sites that can more quickly facilitate natural succession and headwater stream reestablishment. Topics will include selective overburden or spoil handling processes; emerging excess spoil storage techniques; evolving drainage and sediment control systems designed to reduce impacts to water resources; grading and re-vegetation strategies that can more quickly provide for the reestablishment of forest; and how these changes and the current regulatory atmosphere are influencing the way the coal industry does business. 
· Carbon Capture and Storage Update, Talina Mathews, Department for Energy Development and Independence, moderator.  This session will provide an update on recent activity regarding Carbon Capture and Storage research in Kentucky. The panelists will include a utility that has investigated the technologies for capturing carbon at existing power plants, as well as its work on determining the feasibility for storing carbon long term near their power plants. The Carbon Management Research Group, a public private partnership, will provide updates on their recent success in securing a competitive federal award to further their research on carbon capture. Finally, the Kentucky Geological Survey will provide an update on research centering on the long term viability of underground carbon storage in Kentucky. 
· Forecasting Electricity Prices and Emissions, Bob Amato, Department for Energy Development and Independence, moderator. This session, which will illustrate the cost and environmental impact of using various fuels and methods of generating electricity in Kentucky by use of the Kentucky Electricity Portfolio Model, a dynamic computer model developed within the department. The model will allow a real-time interactive simulation of the impact of markets, regulations, fuel prices, and technological innovation on Kentucky's electricity portfolio and economy under differing fuel and technology assumptions. Scenarios such as a greenhouse gas tax, replacement of existing power plants, Renewable Portfolio Standards, etc., will be addressed. 
· Kentucky Green Bank/Kentucky Home Performance, Lee Colten, Department for Energy Development and Independence, moderator. This session will highlight the nation’s first low-interest revolving loan fund dedicated to energy efficiency upgrades for state facilities. The session will also feature the KY Home Performance, a statewide program that provides rebates and below market rate financing to consumers who make energy efficient improvements to their single family residences. 

Conference Agenda, September 27, continued
Noon

Energy and Environment Awards Luncheon
– Kentucky First Lady Jane Beshear 

2-3:30 p.m.
Concurrent Breakout Sessions

· “Riparian Buffer Zones:   A Multi-Purpose Bang for the Buck,” Sandy Gruzesky, Kentucky Division of Water, moderator. This session will educate the public and other government agencies as to the function and value of riparian buffer zones as well as to begin the conversation of creating a statewide Riparian Buffer Zone Enhancement Initiative by partnering with federal, state, local government agencies, and nongovernment agencies.  Presenters will demonstrate the varied program goals from a variety of agencies that can be met through riparian buffer zone implementation, including reforestation, stream stabilization, habitat enhancement, ecosystem connection corridors, erosion/pollution control, carbon sequestration, and community beautification. 

· Kentucky Shale Gas Session, Brandon Nuttall, Kentucky Geological Survey, moderator. Have you heard about the Marcellus, horizontal wells, and hydraulic fracturing? Every state is different and this session is an opportunity to learn about shale gas opportunities and challenges in Kentucky. Speakers will present information on Kentucky's geology, shale gas development, and construction and completion of wells in our state. 
· Distributed Generation opportunities in Kentucky, Kate Shanks, Department for Energy Development and Independence, moderator. Speakers will provide participants with a review of opportunities to expand Kentucky’s distributed renewable energy systems including solar photovoltaic systems.  Participants will learn about existing programs offered to distributed generators as well as opportunities to remove barriers to distributed generation.  Participants will hear from experts in and around Kentucky about specific projects and programs.  

· Kentucky Recycling Interest Group: Kentucky’s Statewide Recycling Organization, Chris Fitzpatrick, Kentucky Division of Waste Management, moderator. Participants will be introduced to the Kentucky Recycling Interest Group. The session will also include highlights from two industries that convert recycled material into a final product; updates on the Division of Waste Management’s grant program for local governments; and a presentation by the Southeast Recycling Development Council on how recycling supports jobs in Kentucky. 
3:30 p.m.
Conference Adjourns
35th Governor’s Conference on Energy & the Environment, September 26 & 27, 2011,

 Lexington Convention Center

