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Division of Forestry Releases Recommendations for
Harvesting Forest Biomass for Energy

FRANKFORT, Ky. — (Nov. 14, 2011) — The Kentucky Division of Forestry (KDF)
recently released recommendations for harvesting forest biomass as an alternative
energy source. The document, entitled “Recommendations for the Harvesting of Woody

Biomass” is available online at http://forestry.ky.gov/Pages/WoodEnergyTopics.aspx.

Woody biomass, which is material that includes trees, tree branches and other
vegetation, can be used as a source of heat or power for the generation of electricity.
Technology is also being developed that would allow wood to be converted into ethanol
and be used as a replacement for gasoline in motor vehicles.

“Kentucky has nearly 12 million acres of forests that can provide a multitude of
benefits to landowners, forest industry and our state’s renewable energy needs,” said
Leah MacSwords, director of KDF. “Woody biomass has sparked interest from
policymakers and forest industry representatives to energy analysts and others who are
looking for new sources of energy. Our recommendations in this new document will help
balance the emerging biomass industry with the need to protect our forests and ensure
sustainability.”

Forestry officials advise landowners to have a forest management plan prepared
by a qualified natural resource professional in place before beginning any timber
harvest. Additionally, pre-harvest planning should include a written contract between the

landowner and the logger to include all expectations and requirements of both parties.



Recommendations for the protection of water quality, wildlife habitat, native
species, and site productivity are addressed in detail in the document and are aligned
with key issues in the Kentucky Forest Action Plan and the state’s energy plan. The
recommendations were prepared with comments from key partners including the
Kentucky Department for Fish and Wildlife Resources, Kentucky Division of Water,
Kentucky Department of Conservation, Kentucky Nature Preserves Commission,
University of Kentucky Department of Forestry, U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

For more information about woody biomass, timber harvesting regulations or the
Kentucky Forest Action Plan, please contact KDF at 502-564-4496 or visit
http://forestry.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx.
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