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The Crooked Creek SNP additions were purchased using a combination 

of funds from the HLCF and AEP, whose local utility subsidiary Kentucky Power 

serves a significant portion of eastern Kentucky.  The AEP funding was available 

as part of a mitigation plan required by a consent decree with the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency under the Clean Air Act.  “This funding will also 

aid in restoring the site to a more natural condition, increasing the prairie type 

habitat and adding a new rare plant species to the nature preserve,” said Dott. 

The HLCF proceeds are generated in part from the sale of Kentucky’s 

“Nature’s Finest” license plates.  The public can assist in protecting natural lands 

by purchasing a “Nature’s Finest” license plate for an additional $10 above the 

cost of a regular license plate, which is considered a tax deductible donation. 

Natural lands purchased with proceeds from “Nature’s Finest” license plates will 

be held in trust for present and future generations. 

KSNPC’s mission is to protect Kentucky’s natural heritage by identifying, 

acquiring and managing natural areas that represent the best-known 

occurrences of rare native species, natural communities and significant natural 

features in a statewide nature preserve system. The commission also protects 

biological diversity and educates Kentuckians as to the value and purpose of 

nature preserves and biodiversity conservation.  Discover more about KNSPC 

online at http://naturepreserves.ky.gov. 
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