
 
 

Steve
 
FOR 

 
La

their 

Asso

Fores

accom

resou

recip

Kentu

or the

 

Fores

wood

In 19

stewa

 

pract

fescu

impro

curre

en L. Beshe

IMMEDIATE 

andowne
Hart

FRANKF
stewardship

ciation of Co

The Kentu

st Steward A

mplishments

Forest ste

urces in an e

ients of the a

ucky Division

e U.S. Depa

Dr. James

st Steward.  

ds, and his fa

96, he was c

ardship prog

Over the y

tices, includi

ue field into w

ovement.  M

ently restorin

Com
Energ

ear, Govern

RELEASE 

ers Hon
t, Mason a

ORT, Ky. (J
p of forest an

onservation 

ucky Divisio

Award to a fo

s.  

ewardship in

effort to prev

award are n

n of Forestry

rtment of Ag

s W. Middlet

Middleton o

amily has pr

certified as a

gram, which 

years, Middl

ng planting 

warm seaso

iddleton also

g cedar glad

mmonwe
gy and E

nor      

 

ored as 
nd Butler c

July 12, 2011

nd land reso

Districts.   

n of Forestry

orest landow

nvolves coop

vent loss of h

ominated by

y, the Kentuc

griculture’s N

ton from Ha

owns more th

racticed fores

a Kentucky F

provides fre

leton has im

more than 5

n grasses a

o maintains 

des to protec

 

 
 

ealth of K
nvironme

 
                 

 

Outstan
county lan

 
1) –Three Ke

urces during

y (KDF) ann

wner for his o

perative plan

habitat and p

y natural res

cky Departm

Natural Reso

rt County wa

han 5,000 ac

st managem

Forest Stew

ee technical 

mplemented n

500,000 trees

nd completin

five miles of

ct rare and e

Kentucky
ent Cabi

        Leona

      C

nding Fo
ndowners w

entuckians w

g the annual

nually presen

or her excep

nning and m

promote sus

source profes

ment of Fish 

ource Conse

as selected 

cres of land 

ment on the p

ward after sig

advice to lan

numerous fo

s, converting

ng over 800 

f access roa

endangered 

y 
inet 

rd K. Peters

CONTACT: D

orest St
win awards

were honore

 meeting of 

nts the Outst

ptional stewa

anagement 

stainability.  T

ssionals from

and Wildlife

ervation Serv

as the 2010

with 3,300 a

property sinc

gning up for K

ndowners.   

orest manag

g over 600 a

 acres of tim

ads and trails

species.  He

s, Secretary

iana Olszow
502-564-449

tewards
s 

ed today for 

the Kentuck

tanding 

ardship 

of natural 

The 

m the 

e Resources

vice (NRCS)

 Outstanding

acres of 

ce the 1950s

KDF’s forest

gement 

acres of 

mber stand 

s and is 

e has hosted

y                  

wy 
96 

ky 

 

).  

g 

s.  

t 

d 

             



numerous field days on his farm and is an active member in the Kentucky Woodland 

Owners Association, American Chestnut Foundation and the Black Walnut Council. 

 KDF also recognized Joseph Brannen and Rodney Givens as Outstanding 

Forest Steward state finalists. Brannen owns and manages 112 acres of land in Mason 

County and has practiced forest stewardship on his property since 2006.  His 

accomplishments include planting nearly 7,500 trees, conducting timber stand 

improvement activities, creating wildlife food plots, improving wildlife habitat and 

eradicating non-native, invasive bush honeysuckle.   

 Givens owns and manages a 626-acre farm in Butler County and has conducted 

forest stewardship activities since 1960. He was recognized as a Kentucky Forest 

Steward and certified as an American Tree Farmer in 1989.  He has planted more than 

40 acres of trees, conducted timber stand improvement activities, planted wildlife food 

plots and warm season grasses and maintained several miles of access roads among 

other forest stewardship activities.   

“Private landowners own the majority of forestland in Kentucky.  In fact, 78 

percent of forestlands in our state are privately-owned; therefore, individuals like 

Middleton, Brannen and Givens play a significant role in conservation.  Their 

accomplishments help sustain forest resources that are beneficial to us all,” said state 

forester Leah MacSwords. 

 Landowners interested in the forest stewardship program should contact the 

division at 1-800-866-0555 or visit the division’s website at http://forestry.ky.gov. 
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