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CONFERENCE  AGENDA

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
8:30-8:45

Registration

8:45-9:00

Welcome
9:00-10:00

Implementation of SMCRA Under the Obama Administration


Joe Pizarchik, Esq., Director, Office of Surface Mining

10:00-10:15

Break
10:15-11:45

Federal Litigation Update
Dan Kilduff, Esq. and Tom Bovard, Esq., Office of the Solicitor, moderators
11:45-1:00

Lunch 
1:00-2:00

Regulatory Issues in Marcellus Shale Development

Scott Perry, Esq., Director, Pa. DEP Oil and Gas Management;
Allen Eichler, Environmental Program Manager, SW Regional Office

2:00-3:00

State Litigation Update




Molly Corey, Esq., Ohio Attorney General’s Office, moderator
3:00-3:15

Break
3:15-4:15

State Litigation Update - continued



4:15-5:15

Ethics Hour  -   Attorney Client Privilege and the First Amendment – Ethical obligations when attorneys disclose in the ‘public interest.’ 

Courtney Shea, Esq., Office of the Field Solicitor, panel coordinator

Tuesday Evening Activity:  PIRATES v. ST. LOUIS CARDINALS baseball game (7pm) 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
8:30-10:30

Current Developments in Regulation of Mountaintop Mining  - Panel Discussion

Tom Bovard, Esq., Office of the Solicitor, Branch of Surface Mining, panel moderator
Panelists: Tom Clarke, Esq., Director, W.Va. Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Mining and Reclamation;  
Joseph M. Lovett Esq., Executive Director, Appalachian Center for the Economy & the Environment;

Robert G. McLusky, West Virginia Coal Association
10:45


Depart for Field Trip to Hill District - John Wesley A.M.E. Zion Church, Herron Ave, Pittsburgh.  Joint project with Pa. DEP Bureau of Abandoned Mines, CMU Robotics Institute, Pennsylvania Energy Harvest, and Western Pennsylvania Geothermal to map abandoned and flooded mine, abate the mine discharge and install a geothermal system that uses the mine water to heat and cool the historic church.

11:00 - 2:00

Field Trip & Lunch

2:00-3:00

TDS in the Monongahela River Basin - Emerging Regulatory Issues

Jim Meade, Assistant Counsel, DEP Office of Chief Counsel;
Ron Schwartz, Assistant Regional Director, DEP SW Regional Office

3:00-3:15

Break
3:15-4:00

OSM Enhanced Enforcement

Tom Shope, OSM Regional Director, Appalachian Region
4:00-5:00

Ethics Hour – The Lawyers Duties and Obligations Related to Litigation Hold Memoranda, Managing Documents, and Electronic Discovery
James Bohan, Esq., Pa. DEP, Office of Chief Counsel;
Rachel Spector, Esq., Office of the Solicitor

7pm


Dinner and business meeting

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
8:30-10:00

Lands Unsuitable Petition - Case Studies


Ruth Hamilton-Heese, Esq., Alaska Attorney General’s Office;
Charles Gault, Esq., Office of the Field Solicitor;
Brad Smock, Esq., Ky. Energy and Environment Cabinet, Office of General Counsel

10:00-10:15

Break

10:15-11:15

NPDES Permits for post-mining discharges - Legal Issues and Practical Considerations

J. Scott Roberts, Deputy Secretary for Mineral Resources, Pa. DEP;

Representative of W.Va. DEP

11:15-12:15

New Developments in the Intersection of Endangered Species Act Requirements with Mining Permit Applications - Indiana Bat Protocols and “Surface Mining Activities”

Carol Copeyon, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (tentative)

Wayne Babcock, Esq., Office of the Field Solicitor

12:15-12:30

Closing Remarks

