Bluegrass Greensource
Engagement and Partnerships



Mission:
Empower the Bluegrass to
create a sustainable
environment
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Why do we do this?



Why??

"Never doubt that a
small group of
thoughtful, committed,
Citizens can change
the world. Indeed, it is
the only thing that ever
has.”

— Margaret Mead
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http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/61107.Margaret_Mead

Ky QOV An Official Website of the Commonwealth of Kentucky

Kentucky Environmental Education Council H u E About Contact
8-
I(' I | I | C AmeriCorps = EE Certification - Green Schools ~  EE Resources - Publications - Meetings ~

Surveys

A / Publications / Surveys

KENTUCKY ENVIRONMENTAL
EpucatioN COUNCIL

The 2019 Survey of Kentuckians'
Environmental Knowledge,
Attitudes & Behaviors

December 2019
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Ja  Only 45% of Kentuckians can answer general
a environmental knowledge questions correctly

93% say it is possible to protect our environment and
our economy

82% believe they personally 4O%

. . strongly, 27% somewhat
Impact our environment Qly. 27% W

g 93% think Environmental Education should be taught
in schools
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How do we do this?



TEAM
KENTUCKY.

ENERGY AND
ENVIRONMENT CABINET

» ENERGY

-~ OFFICE OF ENERGY POLICY

. DIVISION OF WATER
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Office of Energy Policy

Energy Efficiency Workshops

BLUEGRASS
GREENSOURCE
Home Energy
Efficiency Workshops

ANDERSON
Apr. 28 | 6-7pm

ENERGY

OFFICE OF ENERGY POLICY

Audience -

low iIncome, underserved, and
linguistically isolated
communities
Totals -
30 Workshops
507 participants

Energy Efficiency Workshops by County
150

100

Participants

N7 BLUEGRASS GREENSOURCE

sumoll) dmgm BIG IMPACT



Office of Energy Policy

Energy Efficiency Workshops

- Partnerships “)”%ELQ !
— Mountain . QH"* 7 %
Association =
— Libraries
™ — County Extension
<> <’ UERS i — Kentucky Refugee
- Ministries
conservationkir [ — GloballLex
— Churches

[SIMPLYCONSERVE®

i
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Office of Energy Policy S\XN 'oe

Teacher Workshops
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Office of Energy Policy

Junior Energy Explorer

Family Education (STEM Labs)
— 7/ Family Events
— 102 parficipants

Blown Away: Fun in the Sun:
Students harness the wind’s power Students investigate light energy by
to race a cotton ball. creating and tracing shadows.
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Office of Energy Policy

Junior Energy Explorer
Classroom Education

— 31 preschool classrooms

— 125 total activities

— 1,206 student engagements
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Office of Energy Policy

Junior Energy Explorer

Classroom Education

Shady Scavenger Hunt Students investigate solar energy and
the impacts of the sun’s light and heat by observing and
measuring shadows. Students create “sun bracelets” with UV
beads and observe the changes that occur when the sun'’s
ight touches their bracelets.
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Office of Energy Policy

Junior Energy Explorer
Classroom Education

How Many Ways to Move a Boat Students experiment with
wind, water energy, and a variety of tools fo see how many
ways they can move a toy boat in water without touching it.
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Division of Water

WATEREHED € TAKEHOL DERS

« Septic Repairs

« Sepfic Pumpouts
* Riparian Buffers
* Mini Grants WATERSHED | STAKEHOL DERS
o Stakeholder Groups

Y COMMUNITY AND WATER

et gt
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Septic Repairs by County

Division of Water
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Division of Water

Riparian Buffers

14 Projects
$28,000
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Division of Water

Riparian Buffers

FARMERTOFARMER
FIELD DAY

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12 | 11-1pmM

FARMERTO

FARMER
PROJECT M. wr
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Division of Water

Mini Grants/Stakeholder Groups
6 awarded for $24,000

% Plantings along Clarks Run at Michael Smith Park demonstrate how we can use Kentucky native plants adapted to grow in moist soils along streams. The canopy of
o lrees planted closest to the stream provide shade to the waterway. Further from the stream, trees, shrubs, and herbaceous flowering plants are planted that absorb
x starmwater to reduce flooding and provide additional habitat for many animals.

WHAT ARE RIPARIAN ZONES?

Riparian zones, or buffers, refer to the land bordering a stream, river, or lake.
The plants within this buffer serve many critical functions to protect water quality
and aquatic life.

Wide riparisn zooc with ample shade Riparian rone absent with lisited shade

TERRESTRIAL PLANTS PROTECT STREAMS

Habitat for terrestrial organisms
Ripastas plants are homes for many animals, such 48 birds, mammals, smphibisss, ssd reptiles

Shade and cool water
Overhamgang lree branches sbade the stream and Keep the water coel

which is impestant for aguatic organmms

Slow overland water

Tree roots and underbrush slow water before st entees the stream,
which prevents Soodiag and filters out chemicals and excess nutrients
Stablize stream banks

Roots Beld tight 1o soil and prevent st from

boasgwashed away and cloggisg wates ways

Food and habitat for aquatic organisms

Leaves and branches provide important sosrces of food sad
habitatfur many sreass fish and squatic invertebeates
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HOW CAN WE PROMOTE RIPARIAN ZONES

We can preserve stream buffers by allowing trees and shrubs to grow next to our
waterways. Avoid mowing or animal grazing close to the water.

Narrow riparian zone Wide riparian zone
L5 feet wide riparian zones along the At least 2 50 foot buffer provades 1he best eronson
waterway can help reduce ercason protection, water quality and wildhife hahitat

Plant native Kentucky vegetation in your riparian zone. Native plants are adapted to our
climate and promote our native wildlife. Contact the local UK Extension Office to learn
which native plants are best suited for your waterway.
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THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS!
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Amy Sohner

Executive Director

amy@bggreensource.org

BG(GREENSOURCE.ORG
859-266-1572
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