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Repurposing Glass Waste 
Maker’s Mark Distillery has been a member of Kentucky Excellence in Environmental Leadership (KY EXCEL) 

since 2008. While they are in the business of producing bourbon (NAICS 312140), Maker’s Mark is committed to 

having a positive impact on the environment, their employees, and the surrounding community. Based in 

Loretto, KY, the distillery puts sustainability at the foundation of all that they do. As part of their KY EXCEL 

membership requirements and commitment to the environment, Maker’s Mark proposed to reduce the amount 

of glass waste generated at the facility by developing opportunities for repurposing it.  

Goal #2 Goal #1 Goal #3 

Engagement 

This freshly created sand can be 

used in a variety of ways. As 

genuine sustainability stewards, 

Maker’s consider their 

employees and community as 

stakeholders. Thus, the sand will 

be donated or given away to be 

used off campus by distillery’s 

employees and the surrounding 

community.  

Waste Reduction  

Such activities are part of the 

distillery’s Zero Waste to 

Landfill Initiative. Maker’s 

Mark is striving to repurpose 

or recycle all waste at the 

distillery. In an effort to create 

opportunities for repurposing 

glass waste, the facility has 

developed a creative solution

- pulverize it into sand.  

Carbon Reduction 

By repurposing the waste glass, 

the distillery has not only 

reduced the amount of waste 

sent to the landfill but has also 

reduced the amount of 

transportation miles required, 

fuel used, and CO2 emitted by 

hauling the glass to the 

recycling facility.  



A large pulverizer was installed in the bottling 

department, which houses most of the waste glass. 

Four smaller pulverizers were also installed around 

campus to accommodate hospitality and quality. This 

process eliminates the transport of 135 tons of glass 

per year to the nearest recycling location. 

Some of the anticipated savings are intangible like 

increased safety, employee ergonomics and waste 

reduction. While other savings are more tangible like 

eliminating the need to purchase gravel and cost 

savings related to transporting less material to the 

recycling facility. 

Maker’s Mark has explored several potential uses for 

their pulverized glass and continue to look for other 

opportunities throughout their campus and 

community. Currently, the sand produced from the 

pulverized glass has been used for: 

• Glassware in their on-campus restaurant 

• Pathways/walking paths across campus 

• Employee home use for flower beds 

• Donations to local artists 

• Donations to local communities for various 

construction projects 

 

Project Investments 

Project Results 

$87,580 
Spent 

1,009  
Work-Hours  

Spent 

4.13 Tons of CO2 
Prevented         
Per Year 

272 People 
Engaged            
Per Year 

135 Tons of 
Waste Diverted 

Per Year 

10 People 
Participated 

Maker’s Mark is  a B Corp Certified corporation, meeting rigorous standards 
of social and environmental performance.  


