Kentucky
Operator Certification

Program

2026

OPERATOR
CERTIFICATION

Program Guide

Your reference for Training, Exams, and License Maintenance



TABLE OF CONTENTS

WELCOME MESSAGE
COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS

TRAINING, EXAM, & RENEWAL INFORMATION

SURFACE WATER TREATMENT
DRINKING WATER DISTRIBUTION
GROUNDWATER TREATMENT
EXAM ONLY EVENTS
WASTEWATER TREATMENT
WASTEWATER COLLECTION

CEU COURSES

STUDY MATERIAL

OPERATION MATTERS

FACILITY UPDATE EFORM

THE KENTUCKY BOARD OF CERTIFICATION
SOLID WASTE CERTIFICATION

o O b~ W

12
13
15
18
18
19
20
21
23



WELCOME
MESSAGE

Welcome to the Kentucky Operator Certification Program.

Operators play a vital role in protecting public health and
. the environment by ensuring the proper operation of our
drinking water, wastewater, and solid waste systems. The
work you do is essential to every community in the
Commonwealth, and this reference guide is designed to
support you in that responsibility.

Inside, you will find the information you need to understand the certification
process, maintain your license, and continue developing your skills through
training and experience. The handbook also outlines the requirements,
expectations, and resources available to you as a certified operator.

Whether you are just beginning your career or have years of experience, we
encourage you to use this as a guide and reference throughout your
professional journey. Our goalis to provide you with the tools and knowledge
necessary to succeed in your role and to serve the people of Kentucky with
integrity, professionalism, and dedication.

Thank you for your commitment to this important work.

Certification and Licensing Branch
Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet

OCP



COLLABORATIVE
EFFORTS

On behalf of the Operator Certification Program, we
sincerely thank our certified training providers — Clean
Water Professionals (CWP), Kentucky Rural Water
Association (KRWA), KY/TN American Water Works
Association (KY/TN AWWA), and Kentucky Water and
Wastewater Operators Association (KWWOA) — for their
continued partnership in delivering certification schools
through the 2026 calendar year.

Your dedication to providing exceptional training and
education plays a vital role in equipping operators to
meet the demands of the field. Your expertise and
commitment not only enhance the proficiency of our
operators but also safeguard the integrity of water and
wastewater systems across Kentucky.

We deeply appreciate your invaluable support and
collaboration. Together, we look forward to achieving
even greater successes and making a lasting impact on
the communities we serve.

Clean Water ,
Professionals “

Burnal Water

of Kentucky & Tennessee

KENTUCKY WATER & WASTEWATER OPERATORS ASSOCIATION

‘\ Kentucky | Tennessee ocp



TRAINING, EXAM & RENEWAL
INFORMATION

Training and Exams

Please note that operators will continue to register for
testing events through the Kentucky EEC eForms with the
Operator Certification Program.

However, if they wish to attend a certification class, they
must sign up directly with the respective training provider
listed. Due to the limited certification training and exam
events scheduled, these events are reserved for those
who plan to attend the class and exam.

Continuing Education

To find CEU training providers, visit our Training Provider
Information page, where you'll find a comprehensive list
of approved providers and courses. This resource
highlights a variety of options, including many online
courses, making it easier for you to fulfill your continuing
education requirements conveniently and efficiently.

License Renewal

Please remember that renewing your license is a
separate process from obtaining CEU hours. While
completing your Continuing Education Units (CEUs) is
crucial for maintaining your professional knowledge, you
must also renew your license online through eSearch to
ensure your license remains active. Be sure to manage
both tasks to stay compliant with regulatory
requirements.




SURFACE WATER
TREATMENT

Hosted By: KRWA

Jan. 1315, cation: KY Dam Village SRP
Class Only . .
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events
Hosted By: OCP
Jan. 16 Location: KY Dam Village SRP
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 1/2/26
Fob. 25-96 Hoste.d By: KWWOA
Class Onl Location: Frankfort Plant Board
y Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/
Hosted By: OCP
Feb. 27 Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 2/13/26
Hosted By: KY/TN AWWA
Mar. 30-Apr. 1 | cation: Hardin Co. Water District #2
Class Only . .
Registration: https://www.kytnawwa.org
Hosted By: OCP
Apr. 2 Location: Hardin Co. Water District #2
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/

Application Deadline: 3/19/26



https://www.krwa.org/events
https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
https://www.kwwoa.org/training/
https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
https://www.kytnawwa.org/
https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/

SURFACE WATER TREATMENT

Hosted By: KRWA

Surface Water
Treatment Online
Course

o 1

May 19-21 Location: Rough River SRP
Class Only . .
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events
Hosted By: OCP
May 22 Loc:fdtlon:. Ro.ugh River SRP
Exam Only Registration:
https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 5/8/26
Hosted By: KRWA
Jul. 7-9 .
Location: Florence Government Center
Class Only . .
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events
Hosted By: OCP
Location: Florence Government Center
Jul. 10 . .
Exam Only Registration:
https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 6/26/26
Sept. 29-30 Hoste'd By: KWWOA N
Location: Glasgow Water Co. Training Room
Class Only . . -
Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/
Hosted By: OCP
Oct. 1 Location: Glasgow Water Co. Training Room
Exam 'Onl Registration:
y https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 9/17/26
Hosted By: KRWA
Nov.- 1719 Jcation: KY Dam Village SRP
Class Only . .
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events
Hosted By: OCP
Nov. 20 I&:c?;;i)arlzigri Dam Village SRP
Exam Only g )

https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 11/6/26

Training and Exams

Please note that
operators will
register for testing
events through the
Kentucky EEC
eForms with the
Operator
Certification
Program.

However, if they
wish to attend a
certification class,
they must sign up
directly with the
respective training
provider listed.



https://ace.easy-lms.com/en/introduction-to-surface-water-treatment/course-53618

DRINKING WATER
DISTRIBUTION

Hosted By: KRWA
Location: Pine Mountain SRP
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events

Hosted By: OCP
Feb. 20 Location: Pine Mountain SRP
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 2/6/26

Feb 17-18
Class Only

Hosted By: KWWOA
Location: Hardin Co. Water District #2
Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/

Hosted By: OCP
Apr. 17 Location: Hardin Co. Water District #2
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 4/3/26

Apr. 15-16
Class Only

Hosted By: KRWA
Location: Greenbo Lake SRP
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events

Hosted By: OCP
Jun. 26 Location: Greenbo Lake SRP
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 6/12/26

Jun. 23-25
Class Only




DRINKING WATER DISTRIBUTION

Hosted By: KWWOA
Location: Frankfort Plant Board
Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/
Hosted By: OCP

Jul. 16 Location: Frankfort Plant Board
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 7/2/26

Jul. 1415
Class Only

Hosted By: KRWA
Location: General Butler SRP
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events
Hosted By: OCP

Aug. 21 Location: General Butler SRP
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 8/7/26

Aug. 18-20
Class Only

Hosted By: KY/TN AWWA
Location: Hardin Co. Water District #2
Registration: https://www.kytnawwa.org
Hosted By: OCP

Sept. 3 Location: Hardin Co. Water District #2
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 8/21/26

Aug. 31-Sept. 2
Class Only

Hosted By: KRWA
Location: Dale Hollow SRP
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events

Hosted By: OCP
Oct. 23 Location: Dale Hollow SRP
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 10/9/26

Oct. 20-22
Class Only




DRINKING WATER DISTRIBUTION

Dec. 2-3 Hosted By: KWWOA I.Di|§.tribution
ec. = Location: Frankfort Plant Board ing L.our
Class Only

Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/

Hosted By: OCP Toow G d®
Hosted By: OCP
Dec. 4 Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort
Exam Only Registration:
https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 11/20/26




GROUNDWATER
TREATMENT

Hosted By: KRWA

élljagS; (8)-5[0 Location: General Butler SRP e
Y Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events Online Course
Hosted By: OCP Ao 5
Aug. 21 Location: General Butler SRP %
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/

Application Deadline: 8/7/26

GROUNDWATER
TREATMENT

Since Bottled Water courses aren’t usually offered in person due to | 5
low participation, we’ve made it simple to keep learning. You can
watch the free pre-recorded online courses anytime, at your own Online Course
pace. The training videos are easy to find on the OCP Exam Study

Materials webpage or by scanning the QR code.

Bottle Water



https://ace.easy-lms.com/en/introduction-to-groundwater-treatment/course-53419?PHPSESSID=new

Exam-only events are open to all test levels, but please note there are no
classes offered with these sessions.

To participate, you must register through the Cabinet’s Kentucky EEC eForms
at https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/.

Kentucky EEC
eForms

°
)
)
o s
NN

Exam Only events are held at
300 Sower Blvd. Frankfort, KY 40601.

Study materials to help you prepare and
are available on the OCP Exam
Study Materials webpage.



https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/

TREATMENT

Hosted By: KWWOA

May 5-6 Location: Owensboro Convention Center
Class Only . . .
Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/
Hosted By: OCP
May 7 Location: Owensboro Convention Center
Exam Only  Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 4/23/26
Hosted By: CWP
Jun. 9-10 Location: Bowling Green WTP
Class Only  Registration:
https://www.memberleap.com/members/calendar5.php?org_id=KYTN
Hosted By: OCP
Jun. 11 Location: Bowling Green Municipal Utilities
Exam Only  Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 6/4/26
Hosted By: KRWA
Jun.23-25 ) | tion: Greenbo Lake SRP
Class Only . .
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events
Hosted By: OCP
Jun. 26 Location: Greenbo Lake SRP
Exam Only  Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/

Application Deadline: 6/12/26




WASTEWATER TREATMENT

Hosted By: KRWA

8;2 Szoofé Location: Dale Hollow SRP
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events
Hosted By: OCP
Location: Dale Hollow SRP
E)(C;(r:\:.g:ramly Registration:
https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 10/9/26
Hosted By: KWWOA
(l;ll(;\;; (13-:15’ Location: Frankfort Plant Board
Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/
Hosted By: OCP
Nov. 13 Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort
Exam Only Registration:
https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 10/30/26
Hosted By: CWP
Dec. 8-9 Location: Bowling Green WTP
Class Only Registration: https://www.member-
leap.com/members/calendar5.php?org_id=KY
TN
Hosted By: OCP
Dec. 10 Location: Bowling Green Municipal Utilities
Exam Only Registration:
https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 10/3/26
Hosted By: KRWA
Cg)l:(s:s%:w(l)y Location: Goodwill Opportunity Center
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events
Hosted By: OCP
Dec. 11 Locgtion:. Goodwill Opportunity Center
Exam Only Registration:

https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 11/27/26

Wastewater
Treatment
Online Course

frow

Training and Exams

Please note that
operators will
register for testing
events through the
Kentucky EEC
eForms with the
Operator
Certification
Program.

However, if they
wish to attend a
certification class,
they must sign up
directly with the
respective training
provider listed.




WASTEWATER
COLLECTION

Hosted By: KRWA

(J)T;s; ?(5:115 Location: KY Dam Village SRP
y Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events
Hosted By: OCP
Jan. 16 Location: KY Dam Village SRP
Exam Only  Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 1/2/26
Jan. 28-99 Hoste'd By: KWWOA
Location: Frankfort Plant Board
Class Only . . -
Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/
Hosted By: OCP
Jan. 30 Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort
Exam Only  Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 1/16/26
Feb. 17-19 Hoste'd By: .KRWA .
Location: Pine Mountain SRP
Class Only . .
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events
Hosted By: OCP
Feb. 20 Location: Pine Mountain SRP
Exam Only  Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/

Application Deadline: 2/6/26




WASTEWATER COLLECTION

Hosted By: CWP

Apr. 28-29  Location: Bowling Green WTP
Class Only Registration: https://www.member-
leap.com/members/calendar5.php?org_id=KYTN
Hosted By: OCP
Apr. 30 Location: Bowling Green Municipal Utilities
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 4/16/26
May 19-21 Hostgd By: KRWA '
Class Only Locgtlon:‘ Rough River SRP
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events
Hosted By: OCP
May 22 Location: Rough River SRP
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 5/8/26
Hosted By: KRWA
Jul. 7-9 .
Class Only Locgtlon:- Florence Government Center
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events
Hosted By: OCP
Jul. 10 Location: Florence Government Center
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 6/26/26
Aug. 24-25 Hostgd By: KWWOA .
Class Only Locgtloni Hyatt Regency, Lexington N
Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/
Hosted By: OCP
Aug. 26 Location: Hyatt Regency, Lexington
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/

Application Deadline: 8/12/26




WASTEWATER COLLECTION

Hosted By: CWP

Sept. 22-23 Location: Bowling Green WTP
Class Only Registration: https://www.member-
leap.com/members/calendar5.php?org_id=KYTN
Hosted By: OCP
Sept. 24 Location: Bowling Green Municipal Utilities
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 9/17/26
Oct. 13-14 Hoste.d By: KWWOA N
Location: Morehead Utility Pant
Class Only . . .
Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/
Hosted By: OCP
Oct. 15 Location: Morehead Utility Plant
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 10/1/26
Hosted By: KRWA
Nov.17-19 ) cation: KY Dam Village SRP
Class Only . .
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events
Hosted By: OCP
Nov. 20 Location: KY Dam Village SRP
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 11/6/26
Dec. 8-10 Hoste.d By: KRWA .
Location: Goodwill Opportunity Center
Class Only . .
Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events
Hosted By: OCP
Dec. 11 Location: Goodwill Opportunity Center
Exam Only Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/

Application Deadline: 11/27/26

*: - .' ]
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( Online Course
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Training and Exams

Please note that
operators will
register for testing
events through the
Kentucky EEC
eForms with the
Operator
Certification
Program.

However, if they
wish to attend a
certification class,
they must sign up
directly with the
respective training
provider listed.


https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
https://www.krwa.org/events

CEU COURSES

Operators in Kentucky can maximize their professional growth by harnessing

the benefits of approved continuing education courses (CEUs).

Accessing a comprehensive list of Cabinet Approved Training is a seamless
process through the OCP webpage. Updated on a monthly basis, this curated
list provides operators with a reliable resource to explore an array of training
opportunities tailored to their needs.

By regularly checking this updated list, operators can ensure they stay well-
informed about the latest approved courses, enabling them to make informed
decisions and keep their skill set up-to-date in the dynamic field of water and
wastewater operations.

STUDY MATERIALS

t's highly recommended that individuals explore and engage with the
training materials accessible on the OCP webpage. Itis crucial to
thoroughly understand the study resources pertinent to the specific
certification exam they are pursuing. Those who are well-versed in the
content and also participate in the certification preparatory training
significantly increase their chances of successfully passing the
examination, in comparison to operators who choose not to engage with
the available materials or attend the preparatory training sessions.

o T 1 o, E. ol L
Approved CEU Study Materials
Courses




Stay informed and stay ahead with the Operation Matters blog
subscription. As a subscriber, you’ll receive timely updates on
important program announcements, regulatory changes, and upcoming
board activities, ensuring you never miss critical information. You’ll also
be the first to know about upcoming training sessions, testing events,
license renewal reminders and new opportunities designed to help you
strengthen your knowledge and grow in your profession.

In addition, the blog highlights success stories, shares helpful
resources, and provides practical tips to support you in your day-to-day
role as an operator.

Don’t miss out—subscribe today and make sure you remain connected,
informed, and at the forefront of what truly matters in operations.
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FACILITY UPDATE
EFORM

Certified operators are vital for safe drinking water and wastewater systems
that benefit both people and the environment. Due to their crucial role in
safeguarding public health, regulations mandate these systems to have
qualified staff on hand

In accordance with regulations 401 KAR 8:030 and 401 KAR 11:020, both
water systems and operators are required to promptly update their
employment status within a 30-day period. Simplifying this process, the
Cabinet has established an efficient method through the Kentucky EEC
eForms utilizing eForm 136. The eForm fact sheet can be viewed on the OCP
webpage.

Should any uncertainty arise within a water system regarding operator staffing
or certification requirements, it is advisable to communicate with the regional
office inspector. You can find comprehensive contact details for all ten
regional offices on the Department of Water (DOW) webpage.

https://eec.ky.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water/Pages/Regional-
Offices.aspx
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THE KENTUCKY BOARD OF CERTIFICATION OF

WATER AND WASTEWATER SYSTEM
OPERATORS

The Kentucky Board of Certification of Water and Wastewater System Operators serves in
an advisory capacity to the Energy and Environment Cabinet, supporting the
implementation and oversight of the Operator Certification Program. The Board plays a vital
role in ensuring that the program is administered with fairness, consistency, and integrity
while maintaining the high standards necessary to protect public health and the
environment.

Among its responsibilities, the Board evaluates the qualifications of applicants and
recommends those who are eligible to sit for certification examinations. It reviews
proposed administrative regulations related to operator certification and provides feedback
to the Cabinet to ensure program requirements remain effective and practical. The Board
also helps guide the development of certification examinations and continuing education
requirements by reviewing training content, considering its alignment with core content, its
ability to improve operator competency, and the qualifications of instructors delivering the
material.

Additionally, the Board advises the Cabinet on proposed fees, reviews reciprocity
applications, and provides recommendations regarding acceptance or denial based on
established criteriain 401 KAR 11:030 and 401 KAR 11:040. When necessary, the Board
reviews evidence and offers guidance on disciplinary matters involving certified operators
who fail to comply with state statutes or regulations.

Through these duties, the Board helps ensure that Kentucky’s Operator Certification
Program remains transparent, effective, and supportive of a strong and qualified utility
workforce.



BOARD INFORMATION
MEETING SCHEUDLE

The Board meets on a monthly basis, though dates and times are subject to
change. Anyone wishing to attend should confirm the schedule with the
Certification and Licensing Program to ensure no updates have been made.
The schedule is available on the program’s Certification Board webpage.

MEETING MINUTES

Meeting minutes are recorded for each session and are available online for
public review. These documents provide transparency by capturing the
discussions, recommendations, and decisions made by the Board.

STATUTES AND REGULATIONS

The statutes regulating the Kentucky Board of Certification of Water and
Wastewater System Operators are KRS 224.10-024 and KRS 224.73-110.

BOARD MEMBERS

e Robin Strader, Chairperson — Drinking Water Representative

e Jason Marion, Vice Chairperson — University Representative

e Tony Hatton, Ex Officio — Cabinet Representative

e Carl Groce - Wastewater Representative

e John Cruse - Drinking Water Representative

e Samantha Chisley - Wastewater Representative

e Paul Greathouse - Industrial Wastewater Representative

e Vacant - City Manager, City Engineer, Director of Public Works, or the
Equivalent Thereof

If you wish to contact a board member, please email kyocp@ky.gov and your message will
be forwarded to the appropriate contact.



SOLID WASTE CERTIFICATIONS

COMPOST

Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort
Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 2/5/26

Feb.12-13
Class & Exam

LANDFARM

Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort
Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 2/5/26

Feb.12-13
Class & Exam

LANDFILL OPERATOR

Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort
Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 3/10/26

Mar. 17-18
Class & Exam

LANDFILL OPERATOR/MANAGER

Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort
Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 3/10/26

Mar. 17-19
Class & Exam

SOLID WASTE EXAM ONLY

Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort
Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/
Application Deadline: 9/15/26

Sep. 29
Exam Only



https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/

COURSE INFORMATION
REGISTERING

All operators must register for Solid Waste training courses and exams
through the Operator Certification Program (OCP). Registration details,
deadlines, and forms are available on the OCP website. Operators may also

oonst Lgndflll Operator Landfill
Online Course Online Course Online Course Operator/Manager

Online Course

Please note that the Operator Certification Program is responsible only for
certification, training, and testing. Questions related to facility operations,
permits, or compliance should be directed to the Division of Waste
Management.

https://eec.ky.gov/Environmental-Protection/Waste/solid-
waste/Pages/default.aspx

STUDY MATERIAL

t's highly recommended that individuals explore and engage with the
training materials accessible on the OCP webpage. It is crucial to
thoroughly understand the study resources pertinent to the specific
certification exam they are pursuing. Those who are well-versed in the
content and participate in the certification preparatory training
significantly increase their chances of successfully passing the
examination, in comparison to operators who choose not to engage
with the available materials or attend the preparatory training

ot [

sessions. E

= a01%
Study Materials




TEAM
KENTUCKY.

ENERGY AND
ENVIRONMENT CABINET

LET'S WORK
TOGETHER

502-564-3170

eec.ky.gov/ocp

kyocp@ky.gov
https://kyocp.wordpress.com

300 Sower Blvd., Frankfort, KY 40601
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	WELCOME MESSAGE 
	 
	Welcome to the Kentucky Operator Certification Program. 
	Operators play a vital role in protecting public health and the environment by ensuring the proper operation of our drinking water, wastewater, and solid waste systems. The work you do is essential to every community in the Commonwealth, and this reference guide is designed to support you in that responsibility. 
	 
	Inside, you will find the information you need to understand the certification process, maintain your license, and continue developing your skills through training and experience. The handbook also outlines the requirements, expectations, and resources available to you as a certified operator. 
	Whether you are just beginning your career or have years of experience, we encourage you to use this as a guide and reference throughout your professional journey. Our goal is to provide you with the tools and knowledge necessary to succeed in your role and to serve the people of Kentucky with integrity, professionalism, and dedication. 
	Thank you for your commitment to this important work. 
	Certification and Licensing Branch 
	Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet 
	COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS 
	 
	On behalf of the Operator Certification Program, we sincerely thank our certified training providers — Clean Water Professionals (CWP), Kentucky Rural Water Association (KRWA), KY/TN American Water Works Association (KY/TN AWWA), and Kentucky Water and Wastewater Operators Association (KWWOA) — for their continued partnership in delivering certification schools through the 2026 calendar year. 
	Your dedication to providing exceptional training and education plays a vital role in equipping operators to meet the demands of the field. Your expertise and commitment not only enhance the proficiency of our operators but also safeguard the integrity of water and wastewater systems across Kentucky. 
	We deeply appreciate your invaluable support and collaboration. Together, we look forward to achieving even greater successes and making a lasting impact on the communities we serve. 
	  
	TRAINING, EXAM & RENEWAL INFORMATION 
	 
	Training and Exams 
	Please note that operators will continue to register for testing events through the Kentucky EEC eForms with the Operator Certification Program.  
	However, if they wish to attend a certification class, they must sign up directly with the respective training provider listed. Due to the limited certification training and exam events scheduled, these events are reserved for those who plan to attend the class and exam.  
	Continuing Education 
	To find CEU training providers, visit our Training Provider Information page, where you'll find a comprehensive list of approved providers and courses. This resource highlights a variety of options, including many online courses, making it easier for you to fulfill your continuing education requirements conveniently and efficiently. 
	License Renewal 
	Please remember that renewing your license is a separate process from obtaining CEU hours. While completing your Continuing Education Units (CEUs) is crucial for maintaining your professional knowledge, you must also renew your license online through eSearch to ensure your license remains active. Be sure to manage both tasks to stay compliant with regulatory requirements. 
	SURFACE WATER TREATMENT 
	Figure
	Jan. 13-15 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: KY Dam Village SRP 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Jan. 16 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: KY Dam Village SRP 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 1/2/26 
	Feb. 25-26 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KWWOA 
	Location: Frankfort Plant Board 
	Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/ 
	Feb. 27 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 2/13/26 
	Mar. 30-Apr. 1 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KY/TN AWWA 
	Location: Hardin Co. Water District #2 
	Registration: https://www.kytnawwa.org 
	Apr. 2 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Hardin Co. Water District #2 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 3/19/26 
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	SURFACE WATER TREATMENT 
	 
	May 19-21 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: Rough River SRP 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	May 22 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Rough River SRP 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 5/8/26 
	Jul. 7-9 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: Florence Government Center 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Jul. 10 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Florence Government Center 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 6/26/26 
	Sept. 29-30 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KWWOA 
	Location: Glasgow Water Co. Training Room 
	Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/ 
	Oct. 1 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Glasgow Water Co. Training Room 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 9/17/26 
	Nov. 17-19 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: KY Dam Village SRP 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Nov. 20 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: KY Dam Village SRP 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 11/6/26 
	 
	DRINKING WATER DISTRIBUTION 
	Feb 17-18 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: Pine Mountain SRP 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Feb. 20 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Pine Mountain SRP 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 2/6/26 
	Apr. 15-16 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KWWOA 
	Location: Hardin Co. Water District #2 
	Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/ 
	Apr. 17 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Hardin Co. Water District #2 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 4/3/26 
	Jun. 23-25 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: Greenbo Lake SRP 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Jun. 26 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Greenbo Lake SRP 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 6/12/26 
	 
	DRINKING WATER DISTRIBUTION 
	 
	Jul. 14-15 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KWWOA 
	Location: Frankfort Plant Board 
	Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/ 
	Jul. 16 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Frankfort Plant Board 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 7/2/26 
	Aug. 18-20 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: General Butler SRP 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Aug. 21 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: General Butler SRP 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 8/7/26 
	Aug. 31-Sept. 2 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KY/TN AWWA 
	Location: Hardin Co. Water District #2 
	Registration: https://www.kytnawwa.org 
	Sept. 3 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Hardin Co. Water District #2 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 8/21/26 
	Oct. 20-22 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: Dale Hollow SRP 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Oct. 23 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Dale Hollow SRP 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 10/9/26 
	DRINKING WATER DISTRIBUTION 
	 
	Dec. 2-3 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KWWOA 
	Location: Frankfort Plant Board 
	Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/ 
	Dec. 4 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 11/20/26 
	 
	  
	 
	GROUNDWATER TREATMENT 
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	Aug. 18-20 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: General Butler SRP 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Aug. 21 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: General Butler SRP 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 8/7/26 
	GROUNDWATER TREATMENT 
	 
	Since Bottled Water courses aren’t usually offered in person due to low participation, we’ve made it simple to keep learning. You can watch the free pre-recorded online courses anytime, at your own pace. The training videos are easy to find on the OCP Exam Study Materials webpage or by scanning the QR code. 
	 
	 
	EXAM ONLY EVENTS 
	Exam-only events are open to all test levels, but please note there are no classes offered with these sessions.  
	To participate, you must register through the Cabinet’s Kentucky EEC eForms at https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/. 
	•
	•
	•
	 Jan. 30 

	•
	•
	 Feb. 27 

	•
	•
	 Nov. 13 

	•
	•
	 Dec. 4 


	 
	Exam Only events are held at  
	300 Sower Blvd. Frankfort, KY 40601. 
	 
	Study materials to help you prepare and 
	are available on the OCP Exam 
	Study Materials webpage. 
	  
	 
	WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
	May 5-6 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KWWOA 
	Location: Owensboro Convention Center 
	Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/ 
	May 7 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Owensboro Convention Center 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 4/23/26 
	Jun. 9-10 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: CWP 
	Location: Bowling Green WTP 
	Registration: https://www.memberleap.com/members/calendar5.php?org_id=KYTN 
	Jun. 11 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Bowling Green Municipal Utilities 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 6/4/26 
	Jun. 23-25 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: Greenbo Lake SRP 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Jun. 26 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Greenbo Lake SRP 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 6/12/26 
	 
	WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
	Oct. 20-22 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: Dale Hollow SRP 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Oct. 23 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Dale Hollow SRP 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 10/9/26 
	Nov. 11-12 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KWWOA 
	Location: Frankfort Plant Board 
	Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/ 
	Nov. 13 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 10/30/26 
	Dec. 8-9 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: CWP 
	Location: Bowling Green WTP 
	Registration: https://www.member-leap.com/members/calendar5.php?org_id=KYTN 
	Dec. 10 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Bowling Green Municipal Utilities 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 10/3/26 
	Dec. 8-10 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: Goodwill Opportunity Center 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Dec. 11 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Goodwill Opportunity Center 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 11/27/26 
	  
	 
	WASTEWATER COLLECTION 
	 
	Jan. 13-15 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: KY Dam Village SRP 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Jan. 16 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: KY Dam Village SRP 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 1/2/26 
	Jan. 28-29 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KWWOA 
	Location: Frankfort Plant Board 
	Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/ 
	Jan. 30 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 1/16/26 
	Feb. 17-19 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: Pine Mountain SRP 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Feb. 20 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Pine Mountain SRP 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 2/6/26 
	 
	WASTEWATER COLLECTION 
	 
	Apr. 28-29 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: CWP 
	Location: Bowling Green WTP 
	Registration: https://www.member-leap.com/members/calendar5.php?org_id=KYTN 
	Apr. 30 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Bowling Green Municipal Utilities 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 4/16/26 
	May 19-21 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: Rough River SRP 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	May 22 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Rough River SRP 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 5/8/26 
	Jul. 7-9 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: Florence Government Center 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Jul. 10 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Florence Government Center 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 6/26/26 
	Aug. 24-25 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KWWOA 
	Location: Hyatt Regency, Lexington 
	Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/ 
	Aug. 26 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Hyatt Regency, Lexington 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 8/12/26 
	  
	WASTEWATER COLLECTION 
	 
	Sept. 22-23 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: CWP 
	Location: Bowling Green WTP 
	Registration: https://www.member-leap.com/members/calendar5.php?org_id=KYTN 
	Sept. 24 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Bowling Green Municipal Utilities 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 9/17/26 
	Oct. 13-14 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KWWOA 
	Location: Morehead Utility Pant 
	Registration: https://www.kwwoa.org/training/ 
	Oct. 15 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Morehead Utility Plant 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 10/1/26 
	Nov. 17-19 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: KY Dam Village SRP 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Nov. 20 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: KY Dam Village SRP 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 11/6/26 
	Dec. 8-10 
	Class Only 
	Hosted By: KRWA 
	Location: Goodwill Opportunity Center 
	Registration: https://www.krwa.org/events 
	Dec. 11 
	Exam Only 
	Hosted By: OCP 
	Location: Goodwill Opportunity Center 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ 
	Application Deadline: 11/27/26 
	 
	  
	 
	 
	CEU COURSES 
	Operators in Kentucky can maximize their professional growth by harnessing the benefits of approved continuing education courses (CEUs). 
	Accessing a comprehensive list of Cabinet Approved Training is a seamless process through the OCP webpage. Updated on a monthly basis, this curated list provides operators with a reliable resource to explore an array of training opportunities tailored to their needs. 
	By regularly checking this updated list, operators can ensure they stay well-informed about the latest approved courses, enabling them to make informed decisions and keep their skill set up-to-date in the dynamic field of water and  wastewater operations. 
	STUDY MATERIALS 
	t's highly recommended that individuals explore and engage with the training materials accessible on the OCP webpage. It is crucial to thoroughly understand the study resources pertinent to the specific certification exam they are pursuing. Those who are well-versed in the content and also participate in the certification preparatory training significantly increase their chances of successfully passing the examination, in comparison to operators who choose not to engage with the available materials or atten
	  
	 
	 
	OPERATION MATTERS 
	 
	Stay informed and stay ahead with the Operation Matters blog subscription. As a subscriber, you’ll receive timely updates on important program announcements, regulatory changes, and upcoming board activities, ensuring you never miss critical information. You’ll also be the first to know about upcoming training sessions, testing events, license renewal reminders and new opportunities designed to help you strengthen your knowledge and grow in your profession.  
	In addition, the blog highlights success stories, shares helpful resources, and provides practical tips to support you in your day-to-day role as an operator.  
	Don’t miss out—subscribe today and make sure you remain connected, informed, and at the forefront of what truly matters in operations. 
	  
	F 
	 
	FACILITY UPDATE EFORM 
	 
	Certified operators are vital for safe drinking water and wastewater systems that benefit both people and the environment. Due to their crucial role in safeguarding public health, regulations mandate these systems to have qualified staff on hand 
	In accordance with regulations 401 KAR 8:030 and 401 KAR 11:020, both water systems and operators are required to promptly update their employment status within a 30-day period. Simplifying this process, the Cabinet has established an efficient method through the Kentucky EEC eForms utilizing eForm 136. The eForm fact sheet can be viewed on the OCP webpage.  
	Should any uncertainty arise within a water system regarding operator staffing or certification requirements, it is advisable to communicate with the regional office inspector. You can find comprehensive contact details for all ten regional offices on the Department of Water (DOW) webpage. 
	https://eec.ky.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water/Pages/Regional-Offices.aspx 
	 
	 
	THE KENTUCKY BOARD OF CERTIFICATION OF WATER AND WASTEWATER SYSTEM OPERATORS 
	 
	The Kentucky Board of Certification of Water and Wastewater System Operators serves in an advisory capacity to the Energy and Environment Cabinet, supporting the implementation and oversight of the Operator Certification Program. The Board plays a vital role in ensuring that the program is administered with fairness, consistency, and integrity while maintaining the high standards necessary to protect public health and the environment. 
	Among its responsibilities, the Board evaluates the qualifications of applicants and recommends those who are eligible to sit for certification examinations. It reviews proposed administrative regulations related to operator certification and provides feedback to the Cabinet to ensure program requirements remain effective and practical. The Board also helps guide the development of certification examinations and continuing education requirements by reviewing training content, considering its alignment with 
	Additionally, the Board advises the Cabinet on proposed fees, reviews reciprocity applications, and provides recommendations regarding acceptance or denial based on established criteria in 401 KAR 11:030 and 401 KAR 11:040. When necessary, the Board reviews evidence and offers guidance on disciplinary matters involving certified operators who fail to comply with state statutes or regulations. 
	Through these duties, the Board helps ensure that Kentucky’s Operator Certification Program remains transparent, effective, and supportive of a strong and qualified utility workforce. 
	 
	BOARD INFORMATION 
	MEETING SCHEUDLE 
	The Board meets on a monthly basis, though dates and times are subject to change. Anyone wishing to attend should confirm the schedule with the Certification and Licensing Program to ensure no updates have been made. The schedule is available on the program’s Certification Board webpage. 
	MEETING MINUTES 
	Meeting minutes are recorded for each session and are available online for public review. These documents provide transparency by capturing the discussions, recommendations, and decisions made by the Board. 
	STATUTES AND REGULATIONS 
	The statutes regulating the Kentucky Board of Certification of Water and Wastewater System Operators are KRS 224.10-024 and KRS 224.73-110. 
	BOARD MEMBERS 
	•
	•
	•
	 Robin Strader, Chairperson – Drinking Water Representative 

	•
	•
	 Jason Marion, Vice Chairperson – University Representative 

	•
	•
	 Tony Hatton, Ex Officio – Cabinet Representative 

	•
	•
	 Carl Groce – Wastewater Representative 

	•
	•
	 John Cruse – Drinking Water Representative 

	•
	•
	 Samantha Chisley – Wastewater Representative 

	•
	•
	 Paul Greathouse – Industrial Wastewater Representative  

	•
	•
	 Vacant – City Manager, City Engineer, Director of Public Works, or the Equivalent Thereof 


	 
	If you wish to contact a board member, please email kyocp@ky.gov and your message will be forwarded to the appropriate contact. 
	 
	SOLID WASTE CERTIFICATIONS 
	 
	COMPOST 
	Feb. 12-13 
	Class & Exam 
	Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ Application Deadline: 2/5/26 
	LANDFARM 
	Feb. 12-13 
	Class & Exam 
	Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ Application Deadline: 2/5/26 
	LANDFILL OPERATOR 
	Mar. 17-18 
	Class & Exam 
	Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ Application Deadline: 3/10/26 
	LANDFILL OPERATOR/MANAGER 
	Mar. 17-19 
	Class & Exam 
	Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ Application Deadline: 3/10/26 
	SOLID WASTE EXAM ONLY 
	Sep. 29 
	Exam Only 
	Location: DEP Training Center, Frankfort 
	Registration: https://dep.gateway.ky.gov/eForms/ Application Deadline: 9/15/26 
	  
	COURSE INFORMATION 
	REGISTERING 
	All operators must register for Solid Waste training courses and exams through the Operator Certification Program (OCP). Registration details, deadlines, and forms are available on the OCP website. Operators may also sign up for a free online training courses by scanning the QR code below. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Please note that the Operator Certification Program is responsible only for certification, training, and testing. Questions related to facility operations, permits, or compliance should be directed to the Division of Waste Management. 
	https://eec.ky.gov/Environmental-Protection/Waste/solid-waste/Pages/default.aspx 
	STUDY MATERIAL 
	t's highly recommended that individuals explore and engage with the training materials accessible on the OCP webpage. It is crucial to thoroughly understand the study resources pertinent to the specific certification exam they are pursuing. Those who are well-versed in the content and participate in the certification preparatory training significantly increase their chances of successfully passing the examination, in comparison to operators who choose not to engage with the available materials or attend the
	 
	 
	  





