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ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT CABINET

You've probably seen Department for Environmental Protection (DEP) staff emptying recycling
barrels in your office or driving around Frankfort in big trucks with “Kentucky Government Recycles!”

on the side.

These workers are with the Kentucky Government Recycling Section (KGRS), a program in the
Energy and Environment Cabinet (EEC) created to help state agencies comply with mandatory
recycling requirements. State law (KRS 224.10-650) requires all state agencies and state-supported
institutions of higher education to develop recycling plans and institute programs to recover
materials generated as a result of state government operations.

KGRS provides weekly collection of many types of paper and cardboard, as well as confidential
document destruction, to state agencies within Frankfort. KGRS staff can provide agencies with
information on how to obtain containers for collection of white office paper, lockable containers for
confidential document destruction, newsprint and colored paper.

Employees should separate material at their workspaces and then periodically place it in the
appropriate collection container staged in a central location in each office. Employees can request
labeled recycling boxes to place under their desk to be used to sort the paper. Each cabinet should
also assign a coordinator for each building to be the point of contact for working with the KGRS staff.

KGRS employees collect the material on a regular schedule in each of the state office buildings in
Frankfort. Offices outside of the Frankfort service area can deliver materials for recycling and
shredding to the KGRS warehouse. The material is transported to a warehouse where it is processed

and loaded for sale to a paper recycling company.

The Kentucky Government Recycling Section, part of DEP’s Division of Waste Management (DWM),
operates out of its recycling warehouse at 115 Northgate Drive, Frankfort. Operational costs are
offset by revenue derived from the sale of recovered paper funds rather than taxpayer dollars.



We need your help

Many agencies already recycle their cardboard and office paper, the bulk of materials generated by
state operations, but we need all employees and all agencies to get on board with recycling. It's not
just the law, recycling saves energy (60 percent less energy is required in making paper from
recycled materials than from virgin materials) and it saves money.

State purchased paper and cardboard are not “trash” but are, in fact, surplus property. The value of
paper in 2015 has averaged $115.00/ton and the cost to throw that same ton away is $38.95/ton.
By recycling our office paper, we are recovering $154.03/ton! If we can double the amount of paper
we recycle, we will be recovering over $376,214.00 annually in generated revenue and avoided

disposal costs.

Following are the guidelines for preparation of paper for collection:

White Office Paper
(White Barrel)

White paper includes:
White bond paper

White copy paper

White notebook paper
White computer printouts
Work-A-Day calendar pads
White index cards

White glossy paper

White business cards
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Staples and paper clips'DO NOT need to be removed from paper. Post-It Notes, rubber bands and
binder clips MUST be removed before depositing paper in the recycling bin.

White rd not in .
Colored paper

Newspaper

Post-It Notes

Plastic window envelopes
Fiberglass envelopes (Envelopes that do not tear or rip)
Bubble insulated envelopes
Magazines

Onion skin paper

. Adhesive labels

10. Paper towels

11. White paper with glue, tape
12. Paper napkins
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Colored Office Paper
(Colored Barrel)

Colored paper includes:

Colored ledger paper

Any paper with glue, tape or adhesive

All paper envelopes - plain or with plastic windows

Manila file folders

Blue line reproductions (e.g., maps, engineering drawings)
Magazines

Copy paper ream wrappers
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