
Log jams, fallen trees, sediment (silt/sand 

and/or gravel), debris and other materials 

can build up and obstruct flow in ditches, 

streams, culverts, and under bridges during 

and after periods of heavy rainfall. 

Though these types of obstructions are 

natural and part of a healthy creek system, 

some obstructions may create an increased 

risk of flooding, property and infrastructure 

damage, and result in erosion or increased 

sedimentation. In these cases we can remove 

the blockage using Best Management 

Practice guidelines that restore flow, but do 

not damage the creek, or make flooding 

issues worse. 

This guide is designed to inform property 

owners of what they can do in the creek to 

remove obstructions safely and efficiently, 

and what activities require a permit. 

Gravel mined and used 

on your property does 

not require a permit. 

Log jam debris 

and other 

obstructions 

removed from 

the stream 

should be 

stored outside 

the floodplain. 
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bout Healthy Streams? 

eam ecosystem is the best defense against flooding and erosion problems on your 

hen we straighten, armor, and remove vegetation from streams, we increase the 

f water entering the creek and the speed at which it travels, commonly resulting in 

amaging high waters and accelerating land loss due to erosion. 

By protecting the plant communities near streams through wise stream management practices, we 

can ensure good water quality, reduce flooding likelyhood, and keep our property from washing 

away. 
Riparian Buffers 
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riparian buffer help 

anchor the sediment 

and prevent erosion 

Plants also help filter 

pollution from runoff, 

keeping it out of the 

creeks 
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Rough stream bottoms 

and meanders help 

dissipate energy and 

slow down flood waters 

Do not use the stream as 

a road. Access the creek 

from the bank. 

Only excavate the 

top of the gravel 

bar, 12" above the 

water's surface. 

Fallen trees are 

important habitat 

and food for aquatic 

ecosystems 

For More Information 

Contact 

Kentucky Division of Water 

300 Sower Blvd. 

Frankfort, KY 40601 

to , revent soils from 

entering the creek. 
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Email: water@ky.gov 

Phone: 502-564-3410 

Website: water.ky.gov/waterquality 
• ------ ----- Floodplain------ •

Avoid working in the 

stream during fish 

spawning season 

(April 15- June 15). 




