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Precipitation

Much like the previous three months, precipitation in
February was below normal for Kentucky. The month
started out cold with a snow/ice pack on the ground
across much of the state. The middle of the month
featured two precipitation events, which brought the
most significant precipitation to southern and L "'}V
eastern Kentucky. These were the only notable J "'_'é";j
widespread precipitation events during the month. L

The driest conditions were in western Kentucky, — @ i mmmmmm s Em——
where numerous locations recorded less than 1inch 7 T 0t o m e
of precipitation. Johnson County was the only
location that averaged above normal precipitation
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Figure 1. Monthly precipitation map.

for the month. Departure From Average
-1 > 0.30
Preliminary data shows the Commonwealth 4 0.00

averaged 1.68 inches of precipitation in February, -
2.18 inches below normal. This was the 12™ driest '
February on record. Paducah officially ended the
month with the driest winter (December through
February) in recorded history, recording only 3.27
inches of precipitation. That is only 27% of the
normal winter precipitation. It was also the 4™ driest
winter on record for the entire state with only 6.12"
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inches of precipitation, 5.88 inches below normal. Figure 2. Departure from normal
precipitation by county and climate division.
As of the March 3™ U.S. Drought Monitor, parts of s prought Monitor March 3. 2026

western Kentucky were depicted as being in
Moderate Drought (D1) or Abnormally Dry (DO).

{Released Thursday, Mar. 5, 2026)

Ke ntU(;ky Valid 7 am. EST

According to the Kentucky Mesonet, Johnson County
recorded the highest monthly rainfall at 4.00 inches,
while Henderson County had the lowest at 0.35
inches.

Table 1. Regional precipitation patterns.

Departure From Normal (inches)
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-1.9 to 1.9 (Near Normal) Figure 3. Current US Drought Monitor Map.



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?KY
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Streamflow Table 2. Mean Stream Discharge select stream gages.
. Drainage 7 Day 28 Day
Streamflow in February started the month low due to River and Location Area Aversge %ol Average %of
the cold and ice. As temperatures warmed during the : — (miZ) |Flowfcd | Noneal* | Fowfch) | Momal*
Levisa Fork at Pikeville 2,144 1537.5 121 1,379 102
second week of the month, streamflows returned and IRiie Son ¢ Biver bear Srmpn 200 wasl 131 szl 13
spiked in many locations due to snow melt. Despite the Licking River at Blue Lick Springs 178s|  4os0f  174]  3419] 135.0
dry conditions this month, flows across much of the :::t:::";:i’:‘;ﬁ;'::’a““‘“"“ Y YT B ey - —
state remained at or near normal. This was due to timely [cumberland River at Cumberland Falls| 1977|5566 195 3,902 126
precipitation and good soil moisture levels. The time of I:““:'Fcfie':':f;:'*""CE”U 5:‘; 5;‘2 1';: 12; ig;
. . EECh FOrK at B3 own
year also helped as the IQW evapotranspiration rates snihet i iihbaborn T 2| 2so1 102
limit water loss, dampening the impacts of the below Green River at Calhoun 7566 10551 108 11,366] 109
normal precipitation. Tradewa_terﬂiveratolne'.r 255 25 18 207 62
Clarks River at Almo 134 31 13 46| 26
Bayou De Chien near Clinton 69 29 32 40 41
Flows in western Kentucky, especially in the Purchase Ohio River at Greenup Dam 62,000) 131,271 163 85307 102
R . d T d t R t h d f . h d th Ohio River at Cannelton Dam 97,000 268,200 221 145,950 116
eglon and Iradewater kiver watershed finished the Mississippi River @ Thebes, IL 713,200 110,875 aa| 95,738 38
month below normal. Despite the below normal flows, = Base Period 1980-2023
there are no concerns. Average flows this time of year oo — Flow(Median)
L . . bon
are significantly hlgher. than they are in summer and .faII. . B Foou{pes Conidence)
However, as we move into the growing season, we will ® © 1e00
need increased precipitation rates to prevent conditions 5 Q 1250
from worsening. 22> 3
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Figure 5. Average streamflow by watershed over the past S 20007
7-days (February 22-28).
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Figure 6. Average streamflow by watershed over Figure 7. Streamflows compared to median flows
the past 28-days (February 1-28). for the month.
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Reservoir Storage Figure 8. Locations of reference reservoirs across the
Reservoir Storage for water Supp|y lakes remain normal state. Status of reservoir levels indicated by color.
for the entire state. Monitoring Lakes

o . . o D :
We are in the time of year when reservoirs typically @ o
recharge, as inflow increases and outpaces withdrawals
and evaporation. The drier conditions limited this Watershed

recharge. Reservoirs have continued to recharge, butat D
a slower rate. The recharge stage should continue until
late spring and into summer, leaving plenty of time for

reservoirs to return to normal pool.

There are no concerns with reservoir water supplies
and none are expected to develop at this time.

Figure 9. Groundwater observations compared to
normal for the month.

Groundwater

General Statement: Kentucky is a geologically, and 70
hydrogeologically, diverse state. Groundwater data is
limited in availability and where available may only be
applicable to the immediate area given regional geologic
variability. Local conditions may not be accurately
reflected by the reference locations selected and local
rainfall and surface water conditions may provide
additional or more representative information. Current
data is compared to a 30-year reference period (1980 -
2010) or the longest available period of continuous data.

60 -

F-3 v
=] =1

Discharge(efs)

[
o

VJ\“\/\\/\\/

—— Flow {median)
Flow (95% Confidence)
- Flow {February)

Royal Springs at
Georgetown

-
=1

Inner Bluegrass: Flow at Royal Springs (Scott Co.) rose 0 5 10 15 20 ) 30
rapidly following snowmelt and rainfall and remained >
above the reference across the month. Peak flow occurred 751 = i, A
February 11" and ended the month above 35cfs. S Depth to Water(t)
oQ 8.0 .

Jackson Purchase: Following snowmelt, water levels in the > € —”_“\/
Viola Well (Graves Co.) rose but remained below the § ) £
reference median across the month. Groundwater levels G2 2%
are expected to rise following seasonal recharge but given =5 i
the historical rise in groundwater levels observed, = 3 561
groundwater may be lower than expected for the time of % 'tg
year. S sl
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Middlesboro: Water levels within the Middlesboro well Day
(Bell Co.) rose in similarly to the reference median, and 425 { —— Depth to Waterft}imedian)

Depth to Water(fR){95% Confidence)
4.50 o Depth to Water(ft)

rising to the reference. Overall, levels were below or at the
low-end of the monthly normal but are expected to rise as
spring begins.
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Additional data can be found at:
https://www.uky.edu/KGS/water/water-eroundwater-
monitoring.php
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https://www.uky.edu/KGS/water/water-groundwater-monitoring.php
https://www.uky.edu/KGS/water/water-groundwater-monitoring.php
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Forecast

The Climate Prediction Center (CPC) is currently
predicting above normal chances for above normal
precipitation during March, with the highest
probability being in western and northern Kentucky.
The seasonal forecast (March through May) is for a
slightly above normal chance for above normal
precipitation for most of Kentucky. Short-term
forecasts show an active pattern during the first half
of March with the potential for heavy rain and even
flooding. Parts of western Kentucky could receive
more precipitation during the next one to two weeks
than the previous three months.

The current U.S. Monthly Drought Outlook shows
drought conditions in western Kentucky are not
expected to improve during March.

Note: these forecasts do not provide the quantity

above or below normal, just the probability it will
occur.

Valid: March 2026
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| Monthly Precipitation Outlook

U.S. Monthly Drought Outlook
Droqght Tendency During the Valid Period
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Valid for March 2026
Released February 28, 2026
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Figure 10. Monthly drought outlook.
AN Y
& @ Seasonal Precipitation Outlook N7

Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2026
Issued: February 19, 2026
re

Figure 11. Monthly and seasonal precipitation outlooks.

Contact Us

Kentucky Division of Water
Water Supply Section
300 Sower Blvd
Frankfort, KY 40601
502-564-3410
water@ky.gov

Report Drought
Conditions
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