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What are Kentucky’s Nutrient Priority Areas?



How did we select high nutrient watersheds?



How did we select high nutrient watersheds?

• We compared 
the highest 
yielding 
nitrogen and 
phosphorus 
watersheds 
from the 2021 
Loads & Yields 
Study.



How did we select high nutrient watersheds?

The result is a total of 9 high nutrient yield watersheds.



How did we select high nutrient watersheds?

Clear connection between high phosphorus 
watersheds and soil concentrations.



How did we select high nutrient watersheds?



How did we select high nutrient watersheds?

We identified HAB waterbodies and their drainage 
areas that were confirmed via sampling (2014-2019).



How did we select high nutrient watersheds?



How did we select high nutrient watersheds?

• DOW identified a subset of NRCS SWPPA prioritization 
to include in Nutrient Priority Areas 

(HTF Success Stories)

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/e129710c8a7a410c96df66b84a61ef69?item=5


Are You in a Nutrient Priority Area?



Are You in a Nutrient Priority Area?



What Can You Do?

Engage in Kentucky Nutrient Workgroups

Apply for funding

Schedule an optimization audit

Train staff using MS4 Modules and EPSC update

Promote low phosphorus fertilizers



•Agriculture Workgroup
•Utilities Workgroup
•Public Agencies Workgroup
•NGOs Workgroup

How?
•Attend quarterly meetings
•Provide input on DOW’s Nutrient Programs

Engage in Kentucky Nutrient Workgroups

(Workgroup Summary Example)

https://forms.office.com/Pages/AnalysisPage.aspx?AnalyzerToken=q1xx10fI1FxcTUEnWQeulDXMm3OvAliV&id=TX9812fXH0a2JQYoeS6eKjq3viGIEOVLpILOnizXx3xUOFhSU01JQ0RXTVkzVUJYWTVNUEw2T0ZJVS4u


Programs

•OSG funding
•CSO, SSO and stormwater management via green 
infrastructure

•319 Funding
•Watershed planning, septic rehab, innovative 
practices

•State Revolving Funds
•Drinking water, wastewater and stormwater 
infrastructure projects.

•Sourcewater Protection Assistance 
Program

•Water well closure, groundwater protection, 
community engagement

•USDA-NRCS
•Fund easements, property buyouts and 
stormwater practices.

(EEC Programs)

(NRCS Programs)

Apply for funding



Contact Paulette Akers 
(paulette.akers@ky.gov) for an on-site audit.

Schedule an optimization audit

Sign up for an optimization 
training with Kentucky Operator 
Certification Program (April 30th, 
May 29th)

(KY Nutrient Optimization)

mailto:paulette.akers@ky.gov


Train staff using MS4 Modules and EPSC update

(EPSC Resources)

(Ky Ms4 Training)

https://eec.ky.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water/Protection/Pages/EPSC.aspx
https://www.kyms4.org/


Promote low phosphorus fertilizers

• Digital media 
templates available on 
DOW’s webpage.

• Limited quantities of 
printed door-hangers 
are available from 
DOW.

(Lawncare Template)

https://www.canva.com/design/DAF6WZqduZA/xJZAdxv5Nm8doeAp3d9I8A/view?utm_content=DAF6WZqduZA&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview


Contact

Josiah Frey
Environmental Scientist Consultant II
Josiah.Frey@ky.gov
eec.ky.gov/nutrientreduction

(Nutrient Reduction Webpage)

mailto:Josiah.Frey@ky.gov
https://eec.ky.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water/Protection/Pages/Nutrient-Reduction-Strategy.aspx
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