


PURPOSE OF THIS BULLETIN

This bulletin will help the reader gain a better understanding
of potential sources, causes and prevention of groundwater
contamination.

Principal contaminants from each source are identified.
Evidence that contamination is occurring is noted, followed
by common contamination causes and means of prevention.
It should be understood that these brief notations are in no
way a substitute for specific investigations of possible
contamination sources and means of contamination
prevention or remedial action.

Proper land use management is the key to groundwater
quality protection. Land use activities that result in
contaminated groundwater can often be traced to lack of
understanding of the potential for contamination,
carelessness or negligence. Lack of understanding of the
contamination potential may be a result of insufficient
information.

The information in this bulletin should help local officials and
citizens become better able to make more effective policy
and individual decisions concerning groundwater
contamination prevention.

THIS BULLETIN IS THE SECOND IN A FOUR-PART SERIES ON GROUNDWATER.
OTHER BULLETINS IN THE SERIES FOCUS ON WHAT GROUNDWATER IS,
AQUIFERS, AND OPTIONS FOR LOCAL ACTION.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This bulletin was funded by the New York State Water Resources Research Institute, a unit of the Center
for Environmental Research, Cornell Universily, and the Stale of New York Temporary State Commission
on Tug Hill, Watertown, NY. Clifford Scherer, Department of Communications, Cornell University,
served as faculty consultanl. The bulletin was designed and illustrated by Lite Manto.

Many individuals contributed to the bulletin by their reviews and critical comments. These include staff of
the New York State Water Resources Institute and the Tug Hill Commission;Comell Cooperative Extension
agents; and represantatives of the user public wha generously gave their time to provide reaction to
preliminary drafts of the bulletin.

174GW2 6K/135 Repnnted 5090 TM GPP ZO0033ZG






























