 
 MEETING MINUTES
Kentucky Soil and Water Conservation Commission
Monday, July 8, 2019
KACD Conference 
Lexington, Kentucky


In Attendance for SWCC: Mr. Scotty Parsons, SWCC Chair; Mr. Sam Hughes; Mr. Don Minton; Mr. Jeff Rice; Mr. Billy Doolin; Ms. Denise Hoffman; Mr. Jim Morris; Mr. Danny Shipley; and Mr. Bill Harned.
Others Present:  Ms. Paulette Akers, Division of Conservation, Director; Ms. Johnna McHugh, Division of Conservation, Assistant Director; Mr. Greg Stone, Natural Resources Conservation Service, State Conservationist; Mr. Tim Hughes, Department of Agriculture; Mr. Bruce Scott, Deputy Secretary, EEC; Mr. Tim Mayer, EEC-OLS; Mr. John Small, Kentucky Department for Natural Resources, Commissioner; Mr. James Wright, Division of Forestry, Director; Larry S. Gomer, Simpson County Supervisor; Dr. Steve Higgins, University of Kentucky; Mr. Buster Estes, Simpson County Supervisor; Mr. Raymond Adams; Mr. Shane Wells, KACD, President; Mr. Bill McCloskey, Deputy Executive Director, GOAP; Ms. Susan Kyler; Mr. Donoran Washer, Trigg County Supervisor; and Mr. Jeff Gravitt, Division of Conservation.
Quorum was met.
Meeting Called to Order – 1:45 PM by SWCC Chair Mr. Scotty Parsons.
Swearing in of members - Mr. Scotty Parsons turned the floor over to Ms. Johnna McHugh for the swearing in process of Mr. Bill Harned and Mr. Jim Morris. Ms. Johnna McHugh spoke the oath of office and Mr. Bill Harned and Mr. Jim Morris accepted. 
SWCC Minutes from the April 15th, 2019 Meeting - Motion to approve minutes with corrections was made by Mr. Jeff Rice and was seconded by Ms. Denise Hoffman Motion carried. 


Correspondence – Ms. Paulette Akers stated that Martin County has made a request for an advancement on their yearly Direct Aid. This is to cover their operating expenses going forward.  A motion to approve the balance of $5,000.00 to be advanced to Martin County was made by Mr. Sam Hughes and was seconded by Ms. Denise Hoffman. Motion carried.
Ms. Paulette Akers discussed past business with Mr. Kevin King in Casey County and the bank stabilization issues that have been ongoing. Mr. Greg Stone informed the Commission that NRCS accepts full responsibility for the bank stabilization issues that Mr. Kevin King has had to deal with, and it was of no fault of Mr. Kevin King. A motion was made by Ms. Denise Hoffman and was seconded by Mr. Jeff Rice. Motion carried.
Equipment Report – Ms. Johnna McHugh presented the report with copies distributed.
· Statement of Operations-
· Ms. Johnna McHugh gave an overview of the year to date equipment fund report.  Mr. Danny Shipley made the motion to approve.  Mr. Don Minton seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
· Approval of Equipment Loan Requests-
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]The Marion County Conservation District is requesting a loan for a Caterpillar 305E2 Hydraulic Excavator.  Cost of equipment would be $96,320.00. No trade-in.  The district will be placing 1/3 down in cash at $32,106.00. The district is requesting a loan amount of $64,214.00. The length of loan is for 5 years. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Sam Hughes and was seconded by Mr. Jeff Rice. Motion carried.
· The Mason County Conservation District is requesting a loan for a New Anderson Hybrid X Custom Operator inline hay bale wrapper.  Cost of equipment would be $38,406.46. No trade-in.  The district will be placing 1/3 down in cash at $12,802.16. The district is requesting a loan amount of $25,604.30. The length of loan will be 7 years. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Don Minton and was seconded by Ms. Denise Hoffman. Motion carried.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]The Green County Conservation District is requesting a loan for a Hyundai HX160 track hoe.  Cost of equipment would be $126,140.00. No trade-in. The district will be placing 1/3 down in cash at $42,046.67. The district is requesting a loan amount of $84,093.33. Length of loan is for 7 years. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Danny Shipley and was seconded by Mr. Sam Hughes. Motion carried.



· The Adair County Conservation District is requesting a loan for a GEA Trail Agi-pompe. Cost of equipment would be $22,000.00. No trade-in. The district will be placing 1/3 down in cash at $7,333.33. The district is requesting a loan amount of $14,666.67. The length of loan will be 7 years. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Sam Hughes and was seconded by Mr. Bill Harned. Motion carried.
· The Nicholas County Conservation District is requesting a loan for a Haybuster Model 107c Drill. Cost of equipment would be $29,500.00. No trade-in allowance. The district will be placing the remainder of the 1/3 down in cash at $22,125.00. The district is requesting a loan amount of $7,375.00. Length of loan is for 5 years. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Sam Hughes and was seconded by Mr. Billy Doolin. Motion carried.

The Soil and Water Commission discussed the interest rate on the Equipment loans. A decision was made to keep zero interest rate at this time and reevaluate the rate again in January. A motion to keep the equipment loan interest rate at zero percent was made by Mr. Danny Shipley and was seconded by Mr. Sam Hughes. Motion carried.
Vacancy Petitions for Conservation District Supervisor’s Appointments - Ms. Johnna McHugh presented the requests.  
· Adair County
Mike McMinoway to serve the unexpired term of Judith Goodin (2020)

· Fayette County
Allen Carter to serve the unexpired term of Jeremy Faulk (2020)

· Hardin County
Patrick Preston to serve the unexpired term of Glenn Harrington (2020)

· Jessamine County
George Dean to serve unexpired term (2022)

· Madison County
David Pigg to serve the unexpired term of Shannon Snapp (2022)

· McLean County
Matthew Turner to serve the unexpired term of James Markwell (2022)

· North Logan County
Stephen Taylor to serve the unexpired term of Loyd Houchens (2022)

· Spencer County
AJ Shelburne to serve the unexpired term of Paul Jeffiers (2020)


· Todd County
Garrett Sharp to serve the unexpired term of Ryan Turner (2020)
Motion to approve was made by Mr. Jeff Rice and was seconded by Mr. Danny Shipley. Motion carried.

Incentive Per Diem –
· Bell County
· Chuck Blank – Area 7 meeting and 10 ten minute trainings
· John Brock – Area 7 meeting and 12 ten minute trainings
· Hannah Browning – Area 7 meeting and 9 ten minute trainings
· Robert Mason – Area 7 meeting and 9 ten minute trainings
· David Thompson – Area 7 meeting and 12 ten minute trainings

· Breckinridge County
· Pat Henderson – Area 3 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings
· Steven Hinton – Area 3 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings
· Lee Burks – Area 3 meeting, 10 ten minute trainings
· Eddie Dyer – Area 3 meeting, 10 ten minute trainings
· Kenny Hinton – Area 3 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings

· Campbell County
· Richard Simon – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting, KACD convention, OKIRCC meeting
· Linda Bray-Schafer – 11 ten minute trainings, KACD convention, OKIRCC meeting, Area 5 meeting
· Ronald McCormick – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting, KACD convention, OKIRCC meeting
· Kenneth McCormick – 11 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting, KACD convention, OKIRCC meeting
· William Landon – Area 5 meeting, OKIRCC meeting

· Carroll County
· David Rowlett – KACD convention, NACD convention, Area 5 meeting, 10 ten minute trainings
· Billy Hotfil – KACD convention, 9 ten minute trainings
· Mike Kelley – Area 5 meeting, 10 ten minute trainings
· Bobby Gibson – Area 5 meeting, 8 ten minute trainings

· Casey County
· Lonnie Mullins – 11 ten minute trainings, Area 7 meeting
· Brent Ware – 9 ten minute trainings, Area 7 meeting
· Mary Sue Shoopman – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 7 meeting
· Roger Weddle – 11 ten minute trainings, Area 7 meeting
· Donny Grider – 11 ten minute trainings, Area 7 meeting
· David Grider – 11 ten minute trainings, Area 7 meeting
· Curtis Todd – 9 ten minute trainings, Area 7 meeting

· Daviess County
· Jeff Rice – KACD convention, Area 2 meeting
· Myrel Trunnell – KACD convention, 8 ten minute trainings

· Fleming County
· Gene Jarvis – KACD convention, 10 ten minute trainings

· Franklin County
· Todd Akers – KACD convention, 7 ten minute trainings *
· Steve Coleman – KACD convention, 10 ten minute trainings, Area 6 meeting
· Tom Karsner – KACD convention, 10 ten minute trainings, Area 6 meeting
· Curtis Kirk – KACD convention, 10 ten minute trainings
· Bruce Quarles – KACD convention, 10 ten minute trainings

· Gallatin County
· Vic Satchwell – 11 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Gary Easton – 11 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Ron Courtney – 9 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Joe Smith – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Cindy Sullivan – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Peggy Tinch – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Joe Lowe – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting

· Grant County
· Bill Courts – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Edna Cummins – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Tim Epperson – 10 ten minute trainings, KACD convention
· Ronnie Gabbert – 9 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Jerry Martin – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Jim Morris – 10 ten minute trainings, KACD convention, Area 5 meeting

· Hardin County
· Vincent Thompson – Area 3 meeting, 10 ten minute trainings

· Jackson County
· Howard Williams – Area 7 meeting, 11 ten minute trainings
· Jimmy Wells – Area 7 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings
· Eddie Madden – Area 7 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings
· Tony Boggs – Area 7 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings
· Brenda Truett – Area 7 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings








· Lee County
· George Marshall – Area 6 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings
· Charles Lynn Cooper – Area 6 meeting, 9 ten minute trainings
· David Jennings – Area 6 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings
· Orville Bennett – Area 9 meeting, 8 ten minute trainings, Doug Wilson’s supervisor training
· LC Reese – Area 6 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings
· Ronnie Brandenburg – Area 6 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings
· Eddie Cundiff – Area 6 meeting, 11 ten minute trainings

· Marion County
· Steve Downs – 10 ten minute trainings, area meeting, KACD convention
· Joe Paul Mattingly – 12 ten minute trainings, area meeting, KACD convention
· Roger Hardin – 12 ten minute trainings, area meeting, KACD convention
· Donnie Veatch – 12 ten minute trainings, KACD convention
· Joe Bernard Luckett – 12 ten minute trainings, KACD convention
· Dickie Nally – 12 ten minute trainings, area meeting

· Mason County
· Anthony Wenz, Jr. – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Janice Barnett-Gifford – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Eric Cooper – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Brandon Moran – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting

· McCracken County
· Daniel Phelps – Area 1 meeting, 9 ten minute trainings
· Wayne Elliott – Area 1 meeting, 11 ten minute trainings
· JW Goodwin – Area 1 meeting, 9 ten minute trainings
· Wayne Ezell – Area 1 meeting, 11 ten minute trainings
· Dewain Gipson – Area 1 meeting, 9 ten minute trainings
· Gary McElya – Area 1 meeting, 9 ten minute trainings
· Erick Harris – Area 1 meeting, 11 ten minute trainings

· Meade County
· Travis Scott – 10 ten minute trainings, KACD convention
· Andrew Ford – 10 ten minute trainings, area meeting
· Larry Schmidt – 10 ten minute trainings, area meeting, KACD convention
· Nathan Beavin – 10 ten minute trainings, area meeting, KACD convention

· Montgomery County
· Danny Montgomery – KACD convention, Area 8 meeting
· Robert Amburgey – KACD convention, 11 ten minute trainings
· Linda Webb – KACD convention, 11 ten minute trainings
· Shannon White – KACD convention, Area 8 meeting
· Mike Gabbard – KACD convention, Area 8 meeting
· John Gabbard – KACD convention, 11 ten minute trainings
· Barry McCoy – KACD convention, 11 ten minute trainings

· Muhlenberg County
· Wallace Slinker – 10 ten minute trainings, KACD convention, area meeting
· Ted Jessup – 11 ten minute trainings, KACD convention, area meeting
· Denise Brown – 10 ten minute trainings, KACD convention, area meeting
· Terry Benton – 11 ten minute trainings, KACD convention, area meeting

· Nelson County
· Thomas Hart – Area 4 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings
· Kenneth Catlett – Area 4 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings
· William Lutz – 12 ten minute trainings *
· Kathy Settles – 12 ten minute trainings, KACD convention, Area 4 meeting
· Ricky Humphrey – 12 ten minute trainings *
· Danny Caldwell – 10 ten minute trainings ,

· Owen County
· John Hetterman – 11 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Randy Bishop – 11 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Richard Duvall – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting
· Gene Ray Stewart – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 5 meeting

· Owsley County
· Holly Shouse – Area 6 meeting, 10 ten minute trainings
· Gary McIntosh – Area 6 meeting, 10 ten minute trainings
· Kenny Shouse – Area 6 meeting, 11 ten minute trainings
· Denise Hoffman – KACD convention, 10 ten minute trainings, Area 9 meeting
· James Cornett – Area 6 meeting, 11 ten minute trainings
· Jeff Dooley – Area 6 meeting, Doug Wilson’s supervisor training
· Dustin Gumm – Area 6 meeting, Doug Wilson’s supervisor training

· Simpson County
· Larry Gomer – KACD convention, 12 ten minute trainings
· Bruce Akin – Area 2 meeting, 11 ten minute trainings
· Joe Cushenberry – Area 2 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings
· Buster Estes – KACD convention, Area 2 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings
· Jeff Holder – KACD convention, Area 2 meeting, 10 ten minute trainings
· Chad Konow – Area 2 meeting, 10 ten minute trainings
· Anthony Denning – Area 2 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings

· Spencer County
· N. Glen Goebel – Area 4 meeting and 11 ten minute trainings
· Lowry Brown – Area 4 meeting and 10 ten minute trainings
· Robert Jones – Area 4 meeting and 8 ten minute trainings
· Joy Edwards – Area 4 meeting and 5 ten minute trainings *
· Gene Hoene – Area 4 meeting and 11 ten minute trainings
· Shirley Thomas – Area 4 meeting and 11 ten minute training



· Woodford County
· Peggy Carter Seal – Area 6 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings
· Donald Mitchell – Area 6 meeting, 11 ten minute trainings
· Darrell Varner – Area 6 meeting, 10 ten minute trainings
· Richard Brad Carmickle – Area 6 meeting, 8 ten minute trainings
· Robert Richardson – Area 6 meeting, 8 ten minute trainings
· Curtis Congleton – Area 6 meeting, 12 ten minute trainings

Motion to approve qualifying supervisors was made by Mr. Danny Shipley and was seconded by Ms. Denise Hoffman. Motion carried.

Incentive Per Diem Qualifying Event Request – A request was made by Carter County Conservation District to have the local work group meetings to act as a qualifying event. Motion not to approve was made by Ms. Denise Hoffman and was seconded by Mr. Don Minton. Motion carried.

Agriculture District Program - Ms. Johnna McHugh presented the report with copies distributed.  Three (3) new petitions were presented to the Commission for consideration for a total of 3361.99 acres.
1. Boyle County (Petition No. 011-22) – 311 acres. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Billy Doolin and was seconded by Mr. Bill Harned.  Motion carried.
2. Fleming County (Petition No. 035-29(A1) – 156.55 acres. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Sam Hughes and was seconded by Mr. Don Minton.  Motion carried.
3. Henry County (Petition No. 052-12 (A2) – 102.50 acres. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Don Minton and was seconded by Mr. Billy Doolin.  Motion carried.
4. Kenton County (Petition No. 059-06(A1) – 102.96 acres. Motion to approve was made by Ms. Denise Hoffman and was seconded by Mr. Bill Harned.  Motion carried.
5. Scott County (Petition No. 105-01(A1) – 141.80 acres. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Billy Doolin and was seconded by Mr. Don Minton.  Motion carried.










Thirteen (19) new agricultural districts have been submitted to the commission for five-year recertification for a total of 19,564.85 acres. 

	COUNTY
	PETITION NO.

	Boyle
	2,260.66

	Boyle
	3,054.81

	Crittenden
	430.53

	Fleming
	330.40

	Fleming
	504.48

	Henry
	293.90

	Henry
	528.00

	Henry
	408.03

	Henry
	1,244.17

	Kenton
	770.51

	Madison
	110.00

	McCracken
	151.67

	McCracken
	432.97

	Scott
	145.95

	Taylor
	132.83

	Todd
	470.40

	Todd
	265.00

	Todd
	2,420.53


Motion to approve was made by Mr. Danny Shipley and was seconded by Mr. Bill Harned. Motion carried.



Old Business – Ms. Paulette Akers discussed the following with the board:
· Two Environmental Grant requests were discussed at the last meeting. These were not approved to be paid out at the last meeting. However they were inadvertently paid. When this was noticed both districts were contacted. Christian County provided proof they had submitted their request on time. Trigg County had not submitted theirs on time. They will hold those funds until the next approval date.

New Business – Ms. Paulette Akers stated that the Division of Conservation, with the approval of the Soil and Water Conservation Commission, distributes State Cost Share to agriculture producers across the state in accordance with 416 KAR 1:010. 
Ms. Paulette Akers briefing is as follows.
· Facts Bearing on the Issue
· The Kentucky General Assembly allocated $2,500,000 in state cost share funding for the fiscal year 2019. Due to canceled practices, past allocations lower than appropriations and other funding issues, $8,462,496.86 is currently unallocated.
· Approximately $233,122 remains obligated from the 2016 ranking, with some of the projects being extended to 7/31/19 due to last year’s wet weather.
· Approximately $5,073,049 remains obligated from the 2017 ranking that was awarded in September 2018. Applicants will have until 9/30/2020 to complete these practices.
· Approximately $2,318,020 remains obligated from the 2018 ranking that was awarded February 2019. Applicants will have until 3/1/2021 to complete these practices.
· $250,000 must be held in a contingency fund to pay Ag Water Quality Act violations.
· Districts submitted 784 applications requesting $5,967,738.50 in state cost share, although many applications requested funds greater than those allowed for the practice or multiple practices for the same applicant. When practice caps were corrected and multiples removed, total funds requested were $4,862,534.19 with an average request of $6,202.21.
· The majority of applications were for the Livestock Pastureland practices (597 applications). 163 applications were for Cropland practices.
· When a distribution of the scores is plotted, a natural break occurs at scores of 36. This is the same cut off number used in the last two cost share funding cycles.
· The majority of the practices scoring between 30 and 36 are for forage and biomass planting in combination with a fence or waterer, and are indicative of the recent wet winters.
· Scores lower than 30 are mostly forage and biomass planting alone.



· Recommendations
· Applicants with scores of 30 or higher be funded for a total allocation of $4,523,347.81 to 722 individuals
· Of the 722 practices over 30 - 163 are cropland, 2 forestland, 8 animal feeding operations, 538 pastureland, and 11 streambank.
· Continue allowing districts to complete applications in anticipation of another round of funding in January to disperse additional unobligated funds.
A motion to approve Division of Conservation recommendations was make by Ms. Denise Hoffman and was seconded by Mr. Sam Hughes. Motion carried.
Ms. Paulette Akers asked the board to approve a deadline for the State Cost Share program. The board concluded that a deadline will be set to 12/15/2019. A motion to approve was made by Mr. Bill Harned and was seconded by Mr. Jeff Rice. Motion carried.
	
Division of Conservation Report –Ms. Paulette Akers discussed the following items:
· AWQA approval of BMP #6 (Backflow Prevention) and discussion of BMP #7 (Land and Water Use Planning Map).
· Updating Ag Water Quality Plan. 
· Major overhaul of all the hotlinks.
· Farmstead BMPs 1-5 have been revised.
Ms. Paulette Akers turned the discussion over to Ms. Johnna McHugh. Ms. Johnna McHugh updated the board on the current state of each counties DIGS Report and stated that the current deadline for appeals is September 1st.

Agency Reports 
· Natural Resources Conservation Service – Mr. Greg Stone discussed the following with the board:
· NRCS hiring is progressing and is approaching capacity.
· NRCS budget is in good shape for the upcoming year.
· Priorities for the NRCS.
· Invited other agencies to help with NRCS problem solving.

· Farm Service Agency – Not attended.
· Governor’s Office of Ag Policy – Mr. Bill McCloskey discussed the following with the board:
· 25 in total application worth 2.7 million
· 2 dead animal, 17 CAIP, 4 shared use equipment, 1 youth and 1 next generation.





· Kentucky Department for Natural Resources – Mr. John Small discussed the following with the board:
· KDNR participation in the Governors’ Conference.
· Forestry and Nature Preserves participation in the Conference.
· Dr. Stringer will be attending.
· Division of Forestry- Mr. James Wright discussed the following with the board:
· Division reorganization completed.
· 6 branches across the state.
· New management team in place.
· Started new job classifications for division.
· Out of state Forestry work will provide additional funding or the agency.
· Kentucky Department of Agriculture – Mr. Tim Hughes discussed the following with the board:
· Just started a new ad campaign.
· Freshest Party in Town rollout.
· Exhibit at KACD Convention.
· Commodity breakfast meal at the upcoming State Fair made from local products.
· LAND meeting around the state.
· University of Kentucky, CAFE – Dr. Steve Higgins discussed the following with the board:
· Eden Shale.
· Conversion of old barn to be used as a covered feeding area.
· Converting a Silo into a water holding station.

· KACD – Mr. Shane Wells attending.
· KACDE – Not attended.
Deputy Secretary Bruce Scott gave a brief overview of House Bill 268 that was passed in the 2019 regular removing funding from the Equipment Loan program. The program currently has a budget of $1.4 million. With passed legislation, a total of $1.2 million will be removed and allocated for closing abandon oil and gas wells, leaving a balance of $200,000.00. The Legislative Bill that passed is for one fiscal year. 
Mr. Danny Shipley discussed the need to reevaluate the Equipment Loan interest rate due to the removal of funds from the program. Mr. Danny Shipley made a motion to withdraw his motion of 0% interest rate for the Equipment Loan program. Mr. Sam Hughes seconded motion. Motion carried.
Mr. Jeff Rice made a motion to increase the Equipment Loan interest rate to one percent. Mr. Don Minton seconded the motion. Motion carried.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Shane Wells thanked everyone for attending the convention and expressed concern over fund withdrawal from the equipment loan program.
Next Board Meeting – September 16th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. at 300 Sower Blvd. Frankfort, KY 40601
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