 
 MEETING MINUTES
Kentucky Soil and Water Conservation Commission
Monday, September 16, 2019
300 Sower Blvd
Frankfort, Kentucky


In Attendance for SWCC: Mr. Scotty Parsons, SWCC Chair; Mr. Sam Hughes; Mr. Don Minton; Mr. Jeff Rice; Ms. Denise Hoffman; Mr. Jim Morris; Mr. Danny Shipley; and Mr. Bill Harned.
Others Present:  Ms. Paulette Akers, Division of Conservation, Director; Ms. Johnna McHugh, Division of Conservation, Assistant Director; Mr. John Denton; Mr. Greg Stone, Natural Resources Conservation Service, State Conservationist; Ms. Kayleigh Evans, Kentucky Association of Conservation District Employees, President; Mr. Steve Kull, Kentucky Department of Forestry, Assistant Director; Ms. Sonya Keith, Natural Resources Conservation Service; Ms. Stefanie Osterman, Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy; Mr. Warren Beeler, Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy Executive Director; Mr. Tim Hughes, Department of Agriculture; Mr. Tim Mayer, Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet-OLS; Mr. Bill McCloskey, Deputy Executive Director, Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy; and Mr. Jeff Gravitt, Division of Conservation.
Quorum was met.
Meeting Called to Order – 9:01 AM by SWCC Chair Mr. Scotty Parsons.
SWCC Minutes from the July 8th, 2019 Meeting - Motion to approve minutes with corrections was made by Mr. Don Minton and was seconded by Mr. Bill Harned. Motion carried. 
Correspondence – Ms. Paulette Akers discussed correspondence with the following counties:
· North and South Logan County Conservation Districts requested to be able to shift funds from the 2010 and 2011 Dead Animal Disposal and Composting Environmental Grant to buy an Enviroscape Watershed/Nonpoint Source Model to be used in educational presentations.  North and South Logan County are requesting 75% of the cost of the Enviroscape Watershed/Nonpoint Source Model in the amount of $1,146.14. North and South Logan will supply the remaining balance of (25%) $382.05. This will leave a remaining balance of $6,067.61 in the Dead Animal and Composting Grant. A motion to approve was made by Mr. Don Minton and was seconded by Mr. Jeff Rice. Motion carried.
· Breathitt County is asking the Commission to consider allowing Breathitt County to once again be able to participate in the State Cost Share and Direct Aid Program.  Ms. Paulette Akers informed the board that Breathitt County has been in compliance the past two years with their DIGs reporting and have been working closely with the Division of Conservation’s Field Rep, Mr. Doug Wilson. Ms. Denise Hoffman made a motion to approve Breathitt County receiving state funds again. Mr. Sam Hughes seconded the motion. Motion carried.
· Mr. Jon Anderson has been working on a cost share project on his farm in Pulaski County. Mr. Jon Anderson was approved for $20,000.00 on 02-01-2017 for a streambank stabilization project. Mr. Anderson has been waiting on NRCS designs for the past two years and due to the laps in time waiting on NRCS, Mr. Jon Anderson could not completed the scheduled streambank project by the set deadline. Mr. Jon Anderson has asked for an extension. Mr. Jim Morris made a motion to approve a six month extension. Mr. Bill Harned seconded the motion. Motion carried.
· Morgan County Conservation District is requesting on behalf of Mr. James H. Gabbard for an extension on his project.  Mr. James H. Gabbard has changed his farming operation from a feeder cattle operation to a pasture management operation. This has removed the animal feeding operation and storing of manure which has eliminated the need for comprehensive nutrient management. The board stated that due to the change in Mr. James H. Gabbard farming operation and with no longer needing the approved funds for the Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan, Mr. James H. Gabbard will need to re-apply for approval for his new project. A motion to not approve Mr. James H. Gabbard’s request was made by Mr. Jim Morris and was seconded by Mr. Don Minton. Motion carried.
Equipment Report – Ms. Johnna McHugh presented the report with copies distributed.
· Statement of Operations-
· Ms. Johnna McHugh gave an overview of the year to date equipment fund report.  Ms. Denise Hoffman made the motion to approve.  Mr. Sam Hughes seconded the motion.  Motion carried.





· Approval of Equipment Loan Requests-
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]The Caldwell County Conservation District is requesting a loan for a Haybuster Model 107c Drill with Legume Box.  Cost of equipment would be $25,000.00. The district will be placing $ 8,334.00 down in cash. The district is requesting a loan amount of $$16,666.00. The length of loan is for 7 years. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Jeff Rice and was seconded by Mr. Danny Shipley. Motion carried.
· The Marion County Conservation District is requesting a loan for a Caterpillar 316 FL Hydraulic Excavator.  Cost of equipment would be $216,189.29. A trade-in allowance of $82,000.00 will be submitted. The district is requesting a loan amount of $134,189.29. The length of loan will be 7 years. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Jeff Rice and was seconded by Ms. Denise Hoffman. Motion carried.
Vacancy Petitions for Conservation District Supervisor’s Appointments - Ms. Johnna McHugh presented the requests.  
· Campbell County
Susan L. Ortlieb-Turner to serve the unexpired term of Donald Girton (2020)
· Cumberland County
Lane Cope to serve the unexpired term of Randall Page (2022)
· Jessamine County
Ronald Ray to serve unexpired term (2022)
· Knott County
David Kelly Smith to serve the unexpired term of Jeffrey Cornett (2020)
· Logan County (South)
Matthew Rodgers to serve unexpired term (2022)
· Marshall County
Taylor Hendley to serve the unexpired term of Philip Jarvis (2020)

Motion to approve was made by Mr. Danny Shipley and was seconded by Mr. Don Minton. Motion carried.

Incentive Per Diem –
· Clinton County
Greg Abston – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 7 meeting
Kathy Conner – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 7 meeting
Roger Beard – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 7 meeting
· Harlan County
David Howard – 8 ten minute trainings, Area 9 meeting
Will Clem – 8 ten minute trainings, Area 9 meeting
Robert Jones – 8 ten minute trainings, Area 9 meeting
Lonnie Saylor – 8 ten minute trainings, Area 9 meeting
Murphy Green – 8 ten minute trainings, Area 9 meeting


· Lawrence County
Stuart Blevins – 9 ten minute trainings, KACD convention
Keith Bradley – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 8 meeting
Leland Jay Sexton – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 8 meeting 
· Leslie County
Frank Baker – 11 ten minute trainings, Area 9 meeting
Mary Caudill – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 9 meeting
Ronnie Gay – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 9 meeting
Jackie Howard – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 9 meeting
Ace Gilbert – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 9 meeting
· Menifee County
Penni Combs – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 8 meeting, KACD convention
Barbara James – 11 ten minute trainings, Area 8 meeting
Kevan Lane – 11 ten minute trainings, Area 8 meeting
Kenneth Pugh – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 8 meeting
Charlene Smallwood – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 8 meeting
Hattie Williams – 12 ten minute trainings, Area 8 meeting
· Ohio County
Darren Luttrell – 9 ten minute trainings, Area 2 meeting
Cletus Greer – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 2 meeting
Walter Porter – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 2 meeting, KACD convention
Garry Igleheart – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 2 meeting, KACD convention
Jason Anderson – 10 ten minute trainings, Area 2 meeting 
· Warren County
Emily Sharp – 8 ten minute trainings, Area 3 meeting
Garnett Owens – 8 ten minute trainings, Area 3 meeting
Lajuana Wilcher – 8 ten minute trainings, Area 3 meeting
Mark Chapman – 8 ten minute trainings, KACD convention
Orville Dotson – 8 ten minute trainings, KACD convention
Rhodes Hester – 8 ten minute trainings, KACD convention
Troy Ellis – 8 ten minute trainings, Area 3 meeting

Motion to approve qualifying supervisors was made by Mr. Sam Hughes and was seconded by Mr. Jim Morris. Motion carried.

Agriculture District Program - Ms. Johnna McHugh presented the report with copies distributed.  Five (5) new petitions were presented to the Commission for consideration for a total of 402.03 acres.
1. Boone County (Petition No. 008-11(A3) – 16.23 acres. Motion to approve was made by Ms. Denise Hoffman and was seconded by Mr. Bill Harned.  Motion carried.
2. Campbell County (Petition No. 019-11(A11) – 134.00 acres. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Don Minton and was seconded by Mr. Jeff Rice.  Motion carried.
3. Campbell County (Petition No. 019-04 (A14) – 44.94 acres. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Sam Hughes and was seconded by Mr. Bill Harned.  Motion carried.
4. Fleming County (Petition No. 035-31(A1) – 199.00 acres. Motion to approve was made by Mr. Jeff Rice and was seconded by Mr. Sam Hughes.  Motion carried.
5. Knox County (Petition No. 061-02(A3) – 7.86 acres. Motion to not approve was made by Ms. Denise Hoffman and was seconded by Mr. Jim Morris.  Motion carried.
a. Regulations state that in order to be considered for approval, the total acres need to be in excess of 10 acres.

Twenty (20) new agricultural districts have been submitted to the commission for five-year recertification for a total of 17,361.00 acres. 

	COUNTY
	PETITION NO.

	Boone
	008-02

	Boone
	008-03

	Boone
	008-08

	Boone
	008-13

	Bullitt
	015-13

	Christian
	024-08

	Fleming
	035-01

	Fleming
	035-02

	Fleming
	035-03

	Fleming
	035-04

	Fleming
	035-05

	Fleming
	035-06

	Fleming
	035-07

	Fleming
	035-08

	Fleming
	035-09

	Fleming
	035-11

	Fleming
	035-12

	Henry
	052-07

	Knox
	061-01

	Knox
	061-02

	McCracken
	073-11

	McCracken
	073-16

	McCracken
	073-12

	Mercer
	084-09

	Mercer
	084-10


Motion to approve was made by Mr. Danny Shipley and was seconded by Mr. Jeff Rice. Motion carried.
Old Business – No old business to discuss.
	
Division of Conservation Report –Ms. Paulette Akers discussed the following items:
· Ms. Paulette Akers presented a request from the Marion District. Marion County proposed a resolution that the agriculture water quality plan requirement in applications for State Cost Share be changed from 3 years to 5 years. While discussing both State Cost Share and AWQP, a decision was made for applicants for State Cost Share must have an AWQP compliant with KRS 224.71-110 & 120 and updated with regards to the current state wide Ag Water Quality Plan. A motion to approve the changing of the language in the regulation was made by Mr. Jim Morris and was seconded by Mr. Bill Harned. Motion carried.
· Ms. Paulette Akers asked the board if it would like to add a section to the regulation of State Cost Share that says a nutrient management plan as detailed in the state wide AWQP is required for all BMP practices regarding application of storage of nutrients. A motion to approve was made by Ms. Denise Hoffman and was seconded by Mr. Jeff Rice. Motion carried.


[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Ms. Paulette Akers discussed how the district currently has more authority than the regulation allows to deem an applicant ineligible for state cost share. A bad actor is only designated with Division of Water. The discussion was opened regarding applicants other than bad actors who should not be eligible for cost share. The motion was made to include individuals who have failed to comply with practice maintenance agreements on previous cost share projects in the past 5 years. A motion to approve was made by Mr. Bill Harned and was seconded by Mr. Jim Morris. Motion carried. 

Mr. Greg Stone discussed the possibility of adding additional funding from State Cost Share Program to allocate funds as an incentive for completing their approved State Cost Share practice according to regulations. Ms. Paulette Akers to gather more information 

Direct Aid disbursement – Ms. Johnna McHugh discussed the following district DIGS appeals for approval.
· Bell County’s appeal was to be moved from 75% to 100%. Proof was shown
· Calloway County’s appeal was to be moved from 75% to 100%. Proof was shown
· Christian County’s appeal was to be moved from 75% to 100%. Proof was shown. 
· Fleming County’s appeal was to be moved from 75% to 100%. Proof was shown
· Johnson County’s appeal will not be moved from 75% to 100%. Proof was not shown.
· Laurel County’s appeal was to be moved from 75% to 100%. Proof was shown.
· Montgomery County’s appeal was to be moved from 75% to 100%. Proof was shown.
· Nelson County’s appeal was to be moved from 75% to 100%. Proof was shown. 
· Perry County’s appeal was to be moved from 75% to 100%. Proof was shown. 
· Pike County’s appeal will not be moved from 75% to 100%. Proof was not shown. 
· Wayne County’s appeal will not be moved from 75% to 100%. Proof was not shown. 
A motion to approve the above appeals was made by Ms. Denise Hoffman and was seconded by Mr. Danny Shipley. Motion carried.

· Bracken County – Did not have sufficient bonding. A motion not to approve appeal was made by Mr. Bill Harned and was seconded by Mr. Don Minton. Motion carried.
· Elliott County – Both annual budget and plan of work were both submitted late. A motion not to approve appeal was made by Mr. Danny Shipley and was seconded by Ms. Denise Hoffman. Motion carried.
· Grant County – Did not have sufficient bonding. A motion not to approve appeal was made by Ms. Denise Hoffman and was seconded by Mr. Bill Harned. Motion carried.
· Greenup County - Both annual budget and plan of work were both submitted late. A motion not to approve appeal was made by Mr. Bill Harned and was seconded by Mr. Jeff Rice. Motion carried.
· Marshall County - Did not have sufficient bonding. A motion not to approve appeal was made by Ms. Denise Hoffman and was seconded by Mr. Bill Harned. Motion carried.
· Whitley County – District report card was not received on time. A motion not to approve appeal was made by Mr. Danny Shipley and was seconded by Ms. Denise Hoffman. Motion carried.
Ms. Johnna McHugh discussed the full payment for Direct Aid in the amount of $776,000.00, with a remaining balance of $5,300.00. A motion to approve payment was made by Ms. Denise Hoffman and was seconded by Mr. Don Minton. Motion carried.

Agency Reports 
· Natural Resources Conservation Service – Mr. Greg Stone discussed the following with the board:
· Hiring more field staff
· Current Farm Bill has sufficient changes but is farmer friendly.
· Working on new regulations to match new farm bill
· Changes to NRCS personnel position names and categories.
· NRCS is working on attending more district board meetings.

· Farm Service Agency – Not attended.
· Governor’s Office of Ag Policy – Mr. Bill McCloskey discussed the following with the board:
· New County Agricultural Investment Program (CAIP) PowerPoint presentation.
· AWQA.
· Addition of three new questions to CAIP application worth 26 additional point to applicant’s total.
· Questioned if AWQA Plan be a requirement to receive CAIP.
· To be presented at the next CAIP board meeting.
· A total of $7,500 for dead animal removal is offered through CAIP.
· Checking to see if counties with little funding could be eligible for CAIP funding.
· Kentucky Department for Natural Resources – Not attended
· Division of Forestry- Mr. Steve Kull discussed the following with the board:
· Division of Forestry is currently on the backside of the re-organization of the division.
· Looking at add additional field staff to the division.
· A total of new 6 branch offices have been added.
· Working on filling staff for locations.
· Discussed distributing issues with tree give away.
Mr. Sam Hughes asked about the current stock levels and purchase requirements of white oak trees. Mr. Steve Kull said that the division currently have a buy 200 and get 100 free offering. And current stock of white oaks are ok.  
· Kentucky Department of Agriculture – Mr. Tim Hughes discussed the following with the board:
· Farm Safety Week is upcoming.
· Discussed the need for safety while working on the farm and past farming accidents.
· Share the road program.
· Ag-land was a success at the state fair.
· Current totals of hemp acreage is at 15,000.
· University of Kentucky, CAFE – Not attended.
· KACD – Ms. Crystal Renfro discussed the following with the board:
· KACD Convention was a success.
· The 2020 KACD Convention will be held in Lexington again.
· KACD newsletters are currently going out monthly and could go out bi-monthly in the future. And KACD is searching for more content and asked the board to help out.
· KACD is working on contacting legislators that have opted out of the newsletters and seeing about getting them back on board.
· Discussed meeting with Ms. Paulette Akers and Secretary Snavely concerning Direct Aid.
· KACDE – Ms. Kayleigh Evans discussed the following with the board:
· Returning from state convention.
· A total of 43 district employees.
· CAIP and KACDE roll.
· Round Robin discussion.
· Lots of education opportunities.
· Tabloids
· Total of 90,000 with a total of 89,000 pre-ordered.
· Currently have 1000 left.
Mr. Scotty Parsons introduced Mr. John Denton and gave thanks for the 20 plus years of service to the Commission. Mr. John Denton thanked everyone for their service and said he was thankful for all his years of service.

Next Board Meeting – November 16th, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. at 300 Sower Blvd. Frankfort, KY 40601
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