
AMLER Program Grants
Community and Economic Development Initiatives



• 101 Bulldog Lane, Suite 103, Hazard, KY

Application Assistance Meetings
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March

• 85 State Police Road, London, KY

• 3140 South Lake Drive, Suite 6, Prestonsburg, KY

March

March



The Division of 
Abandoned Mine 

Lands
Department of Natural Resources

Energy and Environment Cabinet
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A history of service
For more than 3 decades the Kentucky Division of 
Abandoned Mine Lands has been mitigating mine 

hazards threatening citizens and their homes 
across the coalfields. 

AML is 100% federally 
funded
Coal operators pay a tonnage extraction fee to the federal 
government which goes into the AML Trust Fund.  A 
portion of that funding is distributed, annually, to states 
and Tribes.
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AML Programs and Funding

Reclamation

Abatement of mining 
related hazards

Bond Forfeiture

Reclamation of defunct 
permits

Waterlines

Treatment of impacted 
waterways and 

collaborative efforts to 
provide drinking water to 

communities

AMLER Grants

Management of Economic 
Development grants for 

Eastern Coalfield 
communities
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AMD

Treatment of impacted 
waterways and 

collaborative efforts to 
provide drinking water to 

communities

AML Reauthorization
AMLERBond Forfeiture

BIL



Abandoned Mine 
Lands Economic 

Revitalization Grants
AMLER Projects
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AMLER Program Details
• Focused on Community Development and 

Economic Growth

• Requires an AML Nexus

• Kentucky awards:
• 2016 – 30 Million
• 2017 – 25 Million
• 2018 – 25 Million
• 2019 – 25 Million
• 2020 – 25 Million
• 2021 – 10 Million
• 2022 – 26.3 Million
• 2023 – 29.3 Million
• 2024 – 27.3 Million 
• 2025 – ? 
• Over 220 Million dollars in grant funds
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• Each year grant year AML has received no less than 
40 applications for the AMLER program

• Applications are processed by AML, then winners 
are selected by the EEC Cabinet Secretary

• Selected Applications must go through a Vetting 
Process 

• Join in an MOA with the Cabinet

• Have a NEPA study conducted on the site

• Received ATP 



Important Terms
AML Nexus – A required characteristic of AML 
relatedness for applications to be deemed eligible for 
selection.

• Unreclaimed Priority 1, 2, or 3 sites listed in eAMLIS. 

https://amlis.osmre.gov

• Previously reclaimed AML lands and polluted waters.

• Land adjacent to unreclaimed or previously reclaimed 
AML lands and polluted waters as justified by the 
State, Tribe, and/or the communities impacted by 
historic coal production.

• Currently permitted Title V mine sites are not eligible 
to receive AMLER funds.

• AMLER Search Tool (arcgis.com)
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Vetting – A conceptual review of a AMLER Project 
proposal.

• Conducted by AML

• The first step in the process of approval of a selected 
application

MOA– Memorandum of Agreement established as a part 
of the grant process

• Between the Cabinet for Energy and Environment and 
the Grantee

• Delineates the terms of the project

• Establishes the timeframe for expenditures

• Signals the beginning of the design phase of a vetted 
grant.

https://amlis.osmre.gov/
https://kygis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=f1784f365c954dc491f802e48c3440d4


Important Terms
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NEPA – National Environmental Policy Act signed into law 
in 1970.

• Conducted by AML

• Establishes a basic framework for environmental 
protection in the United States 

• Ensures that federal agencies consider environmental 
concerns equally with technical, social and economic 
concerns.

• Enhances public participation in government planning 
and decision making

• Required for the expenditure of AMLER Funds

ATP – Authorization To Proceed

• The final hurdle to surpass prior to actual 
implementation or construction of an AMLER Grant

• Issued by AML

• Similar to vetting, only more detailed

EA – Environmental Assessment

• Document detailing all potential environmental impacts 
of the project

• Created by AML



Open applications AML review of 
applications

Energy & 
Environment Cabinet 

(EEC) Secretary 
reviews applications

Grantees selected by 
EEC Secretary

Vetting 
documentation 

gathered by AML

AML approves 
conceptually

MOA developed and 
introductory meeting 

held

Design work 
conducted by granteeDesign/NEPA

AML reviews EA and 
grants ATP

Grant proposal can 
be implemented

Grantee conducts 
monthly progress 

meetings

AML processes 
invoices from 

Grantee, inspects 
process

Project is completed 
and Grantee provides 

a Summary 
Evaluation

AMLER Program – General Process

Vetting 
documentation 

reviewed by AML



What Makes a Good 
AMLER Project?

Key factors and Important Qualities
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The Right Pieces
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Nexus Site



Defining and Finding a Nexus

• “Abandoned” vs abandoned

• Community History and Impact

• https://amlis.osmre.gov/

• AMLER Search Tool (arcgis.com)
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https://amlis.osmre.gov/
https://kygis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=f1784f365c954dc491f802e48c3440d4


Defining and Finding a Nexus
NEXUS Research Map

15



The Right Pieces
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Nexus Site

Practical 
Plan
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• Industrial 

• Infrastructure 

• Tourism 

• Education 

• Agritech 

• Community 
Wellness   



The Right Pieces
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Nexus Site

Practical 
Plan

Realistic 
Metrics



Realistic Metrics
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What Is a Measure of 
Success for your Project?
• Quantitative 

Measurements
• Jobs Created
• Clients Served
• Acres or sites reclaimed

• Qualitative Measurements
• Services Offered
• Events held
• Benefits to the community

Projecting Success and 
Identifying Realistic 
Goals
• Similar Projects in 

Similar locations
• Business Plans and 

Future Projections
• Selling the Project



Examples of Metrics
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• Long Term Job Creation or Job Retention

• Increase in visitors 

• New or increase medical / health opportunities

• Increase in revenue

• Increase in students or skilled laborers

• Increase in production 

• Cost Savings

• New or Improvement of Services

• Temporary Jobs 

• Indirect jobs

• Square footage, yardage, acreage etc. 



The Right Pieces
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Nexus Site

Partners

Practical 
Plan

Realistic 
Metrics



Teamwork

The leading resource for grant 
implementation.

Innovation collaboration and 
demonstrable commitment.

Local Government

Area Development 
District

Business and Political 
Partners

City, County… Counties!
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• Procure all contracts according to state and local laws and regulations. (KRS45A)

• Submit mandatory monthly BABA, budget and progress reports, monthly site inspection 
reports, and hold regular monthly progress meetings to which AML staff will attend. (per 
MOA)

• Review all contracts, bid documents, RFPs and RFQs for completeness and submit to AML for 
review and concurrence. 

• Submit a completed application by May 12, 2025. 

• Attend all meetings related to the bidding process, contract award process, and project 
activity status.

• Verify that all entities associated with the project obtain the proper state and local permits 
required.

Expectations: Grantees, Project Administrators, & Contractors.

• Submit a final report within 30 days of project completion and an annual report for 10 years 
starting one year from the MOA execution.



The Right Pieces
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Nexus Site

Leadership

Partners

Practical 
Plan

Realistic 
Metrics



Leading

Forward thinking toward 
development for outreach 

and service

Passion for the future of 
their area, in touch with 

needs and attitude of the 
people

Entrepreneur Government 
Official

Community 
Members

Driving force behind 
development and growth 

in business
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The Right Pieces
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Nexus Site

Leadership

Partners Good 
Application

Practical 
Plan

Realistic 
Metrics



Recommendations
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Enlist someone who 
is unfamiliar with 

your project to read 
your application. Can 
they understand your 

plan? 

If you have questions, 
reach out to AML 

staff.

Check for errors. 
Remember, you want 

to be professional.

Talk with your team. 
Consult with 

professionals or 
someone  

experienced with a 
similar project. 

Time Enlist Reach OutProofreadConsult

Take your time 
completing your 

application. 



Favorable Characteristics
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The Division will be accepting all submissions for consideration.  The following characteristics are encouraged:

• Significant Job growth within the region

• Encouraging significant tourism development, Adventure tourism, Retraining 
displaced coal miners, water, sewer or gas infrastructure to industrial areas

• Sustainable projects that will be self-sufficient after funds are no longer available

• Innovative and practical projects.  There is no minimum or maximum grant request 
amount. 



2025 AMLER Grants
Anyone Can Apply!
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Open Application Period
February 10th

Until
May 12th



2025 Application
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• Application due by COB May 12, 2025
• Must be submitted in PDF via email
• May NOT exceed 8 MB in total size
• Attachments are allowable and may be 

included in other emails, but should not 
exceed 8 MB.

• Must include 1 geographic map of the 
site in JPG, GIF, TIF or PNG.

• Application must include a nexus with 
historic mining, which is defined as 
mining that concluded prior to May 18, 
1982.



2025 Application
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Application Sections
• Sections 1-3: General Information
• Sections 4-6: Project Summary
• Sections 7-9: Metrics and Outcomes
• Section 10: Budget Information
• Sections 11-14: Property, Infrastructure, 

Sustainability
• Sections 15-17: Nexus
• Section 18: Vetting
• Sections 19-21: Other funds
• Section 22: Preparer’s Signature
• Section 23: Submission Instructions

The application should stand 
alone, as a clear description of 
your project.  Other than the 
required location map, all other 
attachments should be 
considered supplementary.



Application Instructions - Review
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• Be sure to READ all notes and instructions on this application form. 

• Complete all areas of the form.  Incomplete applications will NOT be accepted.  Enter “N/A” for any sections that are 
not applicable. 

• “See attached,” or a similar response, is not acceptable and will be considered incomplete.

• The deadline for submissions is Close of Business May 12, 2025. 

• Sections allowing supporting documents include Project Description, Project Benefits, Property Purchase/Usage 
Details, and AML Nexus. Guidance on supporting documents can be found in Section 23: Submission Instructions.

• Any questions about the application process, or requests for assistance in completion of the form, should be referred 
to Ian Rison (Ian.Rison@ky.gov) or Hannah Radosevich (Hannah.Radosevich@ky.gov). 

• This application, and all material related to the project, are subject to applicable Open Record Laws.

mailto:Ian.Rison@ky.gov
mailto:Hannah.Radosevich@ky.gov


Grant Notes – Page 1
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• For information regarding AMLER, FAQs, Program Terms, previously awarded grants, and links to Area Development 
Districts, Model Procurement, Real Property Purchase Guidelines visit eec.ky.gov/aml

• A “Nexus,” or connection to historic mining (mining having concluded prior to May 18, 1982), is required for grant 
eligibility.  Known eligible abandoned mine lands are identified on eAMLIS (https://amlis.osmre.gov/). 

• Matching funds are not required but are considered. 

• The Division is particularly seeking to select submissions that will be sustainable after AMLER funds are expended and 
include immediate benefits to economic growth.

• AMLER grant-funded projects are now subject to the Build America, Buy America (BABA) Act that was enacted as part 
of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law in 2021.

• The AMLER program is funded annually from appropriations in the federal budget. KY-AML is accepting AMLER 
applications for the 2025 calendar year in anticipation of additional grant funds being awarded to the state of 
Kentucky.

https://eec.ky.gov/Natural-Resources/Mining/Abandoned-Mine-Lands/Pages/default.aspx
https://amlis.osmre.gov/
http://www.doi.gov/grants/BuyAmerica


Grant Notes – Pg. 2
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The Guidance for Project Eligibility Under the AMLER Program document shows how AML and its grantees manage 
AMLER grants. A copy can be found on the DAML website.  

The document details the portions of the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Federal Awards that are applicable to AMLER grants.  In particular: 
• 2C.F.R. 200.0 – 200.1
• 2C.F.R. 200.100 – 200.113
• 2C.F.R. 200.303
• 2C.F.R. 200.331 - 200.333
• 2C.F.R. 200.500 – 200.521

The document also outlines requirements for 
• Eligibility
• Economic and Community Development
• Use of Funds and Leveraging Other Funding Sources
• Environmental Compliance
• Project Benefits, Expected Outcomes or Performance Measures
• Build America, Buy America
• Reporting

https://eec.ky.gov/Natural-Resources/Mining/Abandoned-Mine-Lands/Documents/AMLER_Program/FY-2024-AMLER-Guidance-06-01-24.pdf
https://eec.ky.gov/Natural-Resources/Mining/Abandoned-Mine-Lands/Pages/AMLER_Program.aspx
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200?toc=1
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200?toc=1
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Application Breakdown

Sections 1-3
General information

• Title should be concise
• GPS Coordinates
• Applicant vs Project Management
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Application Breakdown

Sections 4-6
Project Summary

• Project Goal
• What do you intend to achieve with 

this project?
• Descriptions Summary

• Not a justification
• Must stand alone

• Benefits Summary
• Supporting documents are 

acceptable, but only to enhance
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Application Breakdown

Sections 7-9
Metrics and Outcomes

• Outcome metrics
• i.e. Jobs created
• How many?
• Timeframe?

• Tax Revenue
• Multiphase Projects

• Are other phases planned?
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Application Breakdown

Section 10
Budget

• Breakdown your anticipated expenses
• Round your costs to increments of 

$10,000.00



Budget Projection Sample
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AML Grant Request Total Budget Requested -> $1,200,000.00

# Category Projected Items Projected Item Cost

1 Engineering 
Services

Design, Inspection, Code Certification $100,000.00

2 Building 
Construction

Materials, building supplies, interior and 
exterior finishing, landscaping, paving

$800,000.00

3 Marketing Advertising across all media, website 
development

$50,000.00

4 Equipment Awesome things people want to see $100,000.00

5 Utilities Water, sewer, electric, gas and telephone 
connections to location.

$150,000.00
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Application Breakdown

Sections 11-14
Property, Infrastructure,

Sustainability

• Questions related to the purchase of 
property

• Infrastructure
• Business recruitment
• How will the project continue once grant 

funds are expended?
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Application Breakdown

Sections 15-17
Nexus

• AML Reclamation involved?
• Nexus: Connection to historic mining
• Permitted mining
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Application Breakdown

Section 18
Vetting

• SAM, UEI, Tax ID
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Application Breakdown

Sections 19-21
Other Funds

• Funding that is anticipated/secured 
other than AMLER

Section 22
Signature



Section 23: Submission Instructions
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• Send the following by email to Ian.Rison@ky.gov and Hannah.Radosevich@ky.gov:
1. Completed Application.  Please submit in PDF format and include the project name in 

the file title. Handwritten copies will NOT be accepted.
2. Location Verification/Maps. Please submit at least one geographic map of the site 

location.  This map must be in an image file format (JPG, GIF, TIF, or PNG).  The map must 
include:
o Clearly marked site location
o GPS Coordinates in decimal degree format. (Conversion: 

https://www.fcc.gov/media/radio/dms-decimal)
o Outline of the project boundary
o Any other necessary descriptive information 

mailto:Ian.Rison@ky.gov
mailto:Hannah.Radosevich@ky.gov
https://www.fcc.gov/media/radio/dms-decimal


Map Example
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Kentucky DAML
3140 South Lake Drive, 

Prestonsburg, KY 
37.667643°N, -82.732622°W



Section 23: Submission Instructions
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1. Supporting Documents. Label and title any supporting documents with the name of the 
application and section to which they relate.  For example: Coal Site Development Grant 
Proposal – Section 11: Property Purchase Assessment.
o Attachments may be in any format but may NOT exceed the 8MB file size limit.
o Examples of supporting documents may include:

• Letters of Intent • Letters of Support

• Project Plans/Details • Brochures/Pamphlets

• Media coverage articles • Equipment specifications

• Visual examples of similar projects • Professional project proposals

• Property Agreements • Any documentation establishing a nexus to 
historic mining



Getting from there 
to here

Summary of a good AMLER project
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Winning Qualities
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Clear action steps

Demonstrates 
planning

More than a concept

Includes Metrics

Has a definitive 
leader

Shows passion for the 
project and 
community

Future funding is 
clearly established

Considers Return on 
Investment

Projects 
independence

Is creative, but not 
ridiculous

Thinks big with a solid 
foundation

Understands the 
environment and 

community

Focused Detailed Driven Sustainable Practical

Targeted objectives

Doesn’t overreach

Leaves the sink in the 
Kitchen

Professional

Application is 
concise and correct

Materials are tight

Demonstrates 
Partnerships



2016
• $2,500,000 
• Interior renovation and purchase of 

equipment for CNC Machinist training 
program

• Completed

eKentucky Advanced Manufacturing Institute (2016 & 2017)
2017
• $1,000,000 Grant
• Exterior site improvements
• Completed



Prestonsburg to David Rails to Trails (2016)
• $1,950,000 
• 8.5 mile fully paved trail system 
• Open to horse, bike, and pedestrian traffic
• Has attracted visitors from multiple states 
• Has been featured in numerous trail websites
• Completed



Marion Branch Industrial Development (2016) and
KEIP Spec Building (2017)
• Marion Branch Industrial Development

• $5,000,000

• Completed April 2019

• Occupied by Appalachian Tank

• KEIP Spec Building

• $6,000,000

• 50,000 S.F.  Spec Building

• Completed 2021

• Occupied by Wright Concrete



Mine Made Adventures (2019)
• $1.706 Million
• Knott County
• Development of a County-Owned Park with 150 Miles of Multi-Use Trails 

that hosts large Equestrian and ATV Events 
• Construction of Multi-Use Building
• Active Construction
• Awarded another grant in 2024 to add a zipline, shower house, and lodge



Pikeville Medical Center 
Children’s Hospital (2019) 

• $4.78 Million
• Pike County, City of Pikeville
• Renovation and Equipment of a 13,350 Square Foot 

Area on the 2nd Floor of Pikeville Medical Center
• Offer Regional Pediatric Services for a 23 County Area
• Completed



Lynch Motorsports Welcome Center (2020)

54

• $400,000 
• Harlan County
• Purchase and renovation of a new motorsports oriented 

Welcome Center along the popular Dragon Slayer trail. 
• Active Construction 



King’s Daughters Health System 
Expansion (2020)
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• $4,000,000 Million
• Boyd and Various Counties
• Purchase of new equipment
• Completed



Kentucky Apple Nexus (2022)
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• $9,100,000.00
• Martin County
• Spec building expansion into a 
     state of the art apple storage, 
     packing & sorting facility
• In progress 



2024 Grants

57

1. Advent Health Renovation Phase I (Clay)
2. Floyd County ATC (Floyd)
3. Hazel Green Waterline Extension (Wolfe)
4. Letcher Waste Digester (Letcher)
5. Mine Made Adventures Lodge & Attractions (Knott)
6. Olive Branch Residential Area (Knott)

7. Pike County Landfill (Pike)
8. Salyersville Water Works (Magoffin)
9. Sandy Ridge Access Road (Boyd)
10. TEK Center (Magoffin)
11. UPIKE Bear Mountain Phase I (Pike)
12. US 23 Site Improvement (Floyd)

 81 Applications Submitted 
 Over $207,000,000.00 requested

 12 Applications Selected 

2024 Applications Selected

 Selected Application Types
o Industrial
o Infrastructure
o Tourism
o Job Training
o Community Wellness



AMLER Project Breakdown



• 101 Bulldog Lane, Suite 103, Hazard, KY

Application Assistance Meetings
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March

• 85 State Police Road, London, KY

• 3140 South Lake Drive, Suite 6, Prestonsburg, KY

March

March



Thank You
eec.ky.gov/AML

Jordan Montgomery – jordan.montgomery@ky.gov

Barry Butcher – barry.butcher@ky.gov

Andrea Thacker – andrea.thacker@ky.gov

Ian Rison – ian.rison@ky.gov

Hannah Radosevich – Hannah.Radosevich@ky.gov

Kimberly Molden – Kimberly.Molden@ky.gov

Tina Higgins – Tina.Higgins@ky.gov

mailto:jordan.montgomery@ky.gov
mailto:Barry.Butcher@ky.gov
mailto:andrea.thacker@ky.gov
mailto:ian.rison@ky.gov
mailto:Hannah.Radosevich@ky.gov
mailto:Kimberly.Molden@ky.gov
mailto:Tina.Higgins@ky.gov
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