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KPDES Reporting Requirements (Effective Date:  Second Quarter 2011 DMR Submittal) 
 

1. The KPDES permittee must begin submitting DMRs according to the frequency specified in 
the KPDES permit upon issuance of the KPDES permit or coverage regardless of the 
status of the permit area or permitted outfalls.  This applies to both undisturbed permits and 
unconstructed outfalls.  
 

2. The permittee must list on the DMR Cover Sheet for every DMR submittal all permitted 
KPDES outfalls for the permit and the KPDES discharge status for each outfall.  Outfalls 
that have not been constructed should be shown with a status of NC (not constructed) and 
outfalls that have been removed should be shown with a status of REM (removed).  
 

3. A discharge report is required for every approved outfall whether constructed, discharging 
or removed. An explanation is required in the DMR form comment box if the reported 
sampling frequency is less than that required by the KPDES permit conditions for the site. 
 

4. If no discharge is recorded for a given outfall, a DMR must be submitted with “Y” in the No 
Discharge Report box and an explanation (for example, not constructed or removed, if 
appropriate) in the DMR form comments box.  Your comments should explain how you 
know there was no discharge based on direct daily observation, or why there was no 
discharge based on the pond characteristics and precipitation information. Documentation 
to support your comments does not need to be submitted with the DMR, but should be 
available upon request of cabinet personnel. These requirements are effective as of the 
date of this RAM. Examples of the kinds of situations that might be documented are: 
 

a. Visual observation of no discharge (maintain a daily log of observations for 
documentation);  

b. No discharge due to lack of precipitation or because local precipitation did not 
exceed the design capacity of the pond. Examples of acceptable supporting 
information include, but are not limited to: the amount of precipitation in inches 
equivalent to the design storm (county specific) for the pond, height of freeboard, 
and precipitation data from a precipitation gauge maintained on the permit site or 
within a five (5) mile radius of the outfall that can be corroborated with NOAA or 
other official precipitation data.   

c. No discharge due to lack of disturbance or reclamation and revegetation of the 
acreage in the subwatershed that drains to the pond. Maintain documentation of the 
modeled amount of disturbed acreage and the actual disturbed or unreclaimed 
acreage in the pond subwatershed.  
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5. If alternate precipitation limits are requested, information must be submitted as part of the 
DMR to support the request. This information must include precipitation data from a 
precipitation gauge maintained on the permit site or within a five (5) mile radius that can be 
corroborated with NOAA or other official precipitation data, and may be supported by weir 
flow measurements, dated photographs, or equivalent proof of record. 
 

6. Responses must be provided for all fields in the header of the DMR form for each outfall.  
 

7. An explanation is required in the comments box of the DMR form for every self-reported 
exceedance.  
 

Water Laboratory Information (Effective Date:  April 1, 2011)  
 

1. The permittee must include on each DMR cover sheet the name of the laboratory that 
provided the water data reported on the DMR.  
 

2. The permittee must provide the Division of Mine Reclamation and Enforcement with the 
name and address of the water laboratory that will provide DMR data when the initial 
KPDES permit is issued for a site, and whenever a different water laboratory is engaged to 
provide the reported DMR data. The attached Water Laboratory Selection Notification Form 
should be sent by email or hardcopy to Clay Baxter, clay.baxter@ky.gov, Division of Mine 
Reclamation and Enforcement, #2 Hudson Hollow, Frankfort, KY 40601.  

 
On-Site Records Required (Effective Date: April 1, 2011) 
 
The following records and documents are required by the KPDES permit to be kept at the permit 
site (mine site) and to be readily available to cabinet inspectors upon request. These records and 
documents may be maintained as paper files on site, or may be maintained in electronic format by 
an on-site desktop or laptop computer complete with the means for viewing the files on site. 
Whether paper or electronic, all records and documents shall provide up-to-date information as 
required by the KPDES permit conditions.   
 

1. A copy of the current KPDES permit or coverage. 
 

2. A copy of the KPDES best management practices (BMP) plan for the site (reviewed and 
updated at the frequency specified by the KPDES permit or coverage, and as necessary). 
 

3. BMP training and review records. 
 

4. A copy of any required SPCC or GPP for the site.  
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5. A log of bypasses and overflows resulting in discharges from the site. These events should 
also be reported on the DMR for the quarter in which they occur.  
 

6. An on-site precipitation log if alternate effluent limitations are to be requested and there is 
no other source of precipitation data within a five (5) mile radius that can be corroborated 
with NOAA or other official precipitation data.   

 
 
 
If you have questions about the issues discussed in this RAM, please contact either the 
Director, Division of Mine Reclamation and Enforcement, #2 Hudson Hollow, Frankfort, 
Kentucky 40601, (502) 564-2340, or the Director, DEP Division of Water, 200 Fair Oaks Lane, 
Frankfort, KY 40601, (502) 564-3410. Additional information about KPDES permits can be 
found at: http://water.ky.gov/permitting/Pages/Mining.aspx 
 
 
 
 
Attachment: Water Laboratory Selection Notification Form 






