
Technical Reclamation Memorandum 
TRM # 18 

Kentucky Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet  
Department for Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 

From: William J. Grable, Commissioner 

Date: July 10, 1990 

Subject: Certification of Maintenance of Impoundments  

Attached is a revised form SME-22, "Certification of Maintenance of Impoundments," dated 
July 1990. This revised form replaces the original form SME-22 dated June 1982, and hereafter 
is to be used for all engineer certifications of maintenance of impoundments, regardless of 
impoundment size, type, or purpose. The form has been revised to reflect current regulations 
and to provide a standard format for reporting maintenance inspections. 

Page 1 of the form is a slightly revised version of the original SME-22. The title of the form has 
been revised to comply with current regulations. A line has been added to record the name of 
the permittee. In paragraph (a), "persons under my supervision" was changed to "qualified 
professional specialist under my supervision" to comply with current regulations. Also, 
corrections were made to the references to the regulations in the last sentence on page 1. 

Page 2 is new and provides a standardized format for reporting the results of the maintenance 
inspection. Where an inspection reveals a maintenance problem that requires correction, the 
engineer should sign page 2, but not page 1. 

The regulations [405 KAR 16:100/18:100 Section 1(9)] require that a maintenance inspection, 
followed promptly by the engineer's certification of maintenance, shall be made "at least 
yearly" on each impoundment. Questions have arisen concerning when the "yearly" inspection 
period starts and ends. For newly constructed impoundments, the first inspection of 
maintenance must occur no later than twelve (12) months after the final inspection of 
construction. Thereafter, each impoundment must be inspected no later than twelve (12) 
months from its previous inspection. Of course, it may be inspected sooner--then the next 
inspection would be due no later than twelve (12) months after that inspection. This is a flexible 
time requirement which allows permittees to stagger inspections and certifications to 
accommodate numerous impoundments. 

Please note that these engineer inspections and certifications of maintenance are separate 
from the operator examinations for appearance of structural weakness or other hazardous 
conditions as required by 405 KAR 16:100/18:100 Section 1(10). The operator examinations are 
to be conducted weekly or quarterly, depending upon the size of the impoundment under the 
MSHA criteria of 30 CFR 77.216. 
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