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As I write this message, it is hard to imagine that the privilege to work as the Executive 

Director of the Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves is quickly approaching a one year 

anniversary.  The drive to help support and create opportunities for conservation of 

Kentuckyõs beautiful landscapes and natural resources has never lost its luster.  As a servant 

to the Commonwealth since 1995, everyday has brought challenges, victories and 

opportunities.  When the opportunity to be part of the OKNP came to pass, the call was 

easy to answer.  The work carried out under the OKNP; protection and management of 

rare natural resources owned by OKNP, the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund 

and Wild Rivers, is truly one of the brightest gems in the Commonwealth.  To discover new 

species of plants and animals, inventory remote areas untouched in recent times, and to 

forge creative partnerships, holds so much excitement and anticipation.   

 

In the past year here at OKNP, staff have continually pushed the bar upwards, accepting 

nothing less than excellence in project design and execution, thus creating opportunities 

for the public to visit and enjoy beautiful natural areas, learn of the importance of the 

natural communities right in their own òbackyardó and work with partners in bold and 

creative ways.  The discoveries made, acres restored and vigilant monitoring give credit to 

the continual hard work and dedication of the staff at OKNP.  Everyday, staff share ideas 

about how to move forward.  Perhaps it is new updated signs for visitors, discussions on how 

to have more ADA access, how to adapt management techniques to help rare plants and 

insects flourish, or simply visiting a remote and secluded  site assuring that a rare 

community is thriving; nonetheless, the excitement and commitment from every staff 

member is noted.  

 

As we have worked together to document work for the OKNP over the last year, it is 

inspiring to see how far we have come, hurdles we have cleared and conservation 

victories  we have achieved.  The biodiversity of Kentucky  has proven to be a never 

ending surprise full of beauty and intrigue.  Moving forward, we must continue to challenge 

ourselves as a society  to recognize the importance of being stewards for those 

generations of Kentuckians to come.  Without meaningful conservation actions today, we 

will certainly deny those that come after us the full breadth of beauty and integrity that our 

land and waters hold.    

 

As you take time to read through this report, my hope is that you will reflect on the 

accomplishments recorded here by the talented and dedicated staff of the OKNP.  Their 

recording of places, activities and findings are a glimpse into what makes our 

Commonwealth  so special.  

 

In your Service,  

Sunni L. Carr-Leach  

Directorõs Message 
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OKNP Natural Areas Map  

OKNP manages four distinct programs to conserve Kentuckyõs natural areas. 

 

¶ The Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund  
Assists with funding conservation at the local and state level.  

 

¶ The State Nature Preserve System  
Prioritizes rare species habitat conservation and quiet enjoyment of natural areas.  
 

¶ The Natural Areas Registry  
Recognizes private landowners and others who own land with outstanding ecological 

attributes.  

 

¶ The Wild Rivers Program  
Focuses on riparian forest conservation and paddling opportunities on pristine rivers and 

streams.  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

· 19,880 ac owned by OKNP in 39 State Nature Preserves.  

· 8,090 ac owned by OKNP in 13 State Natural Areas.  

· 7,140 ac dedicated by OKNP in 18 State Nature Preserves owned by partners.  

· 13,710 ac of conservation easements owned by local groups in 61 KHLCF natural areas.  

· 71,600 ac of deed restrictions owned by other state agencies in 26 KHLCF natural areas.  

· 9,220 ac owned by private landowners and others in 77 Registered Natural Areas.  

· 26,960 acres owned by private landowners and others in 9 Wild Rivers Corridors.  

 

While the grand total of 156,600 acres in these programs is an impressive number, it is 0.6% 

of Kentuckyõs 25 million acres! Appendix I has lists of OKNP natural areas by county and 

status.  
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KHLCF 

Historic Accomplishments  

Since 1995, the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund (KHLCF) Board has played an 

integral part in protecting and conserving over 94,000 acres of Kentuckyõs natural areas 

and habitats on 172 tracts in 67 counties. KHLCF funds both the acquisition of property and 

management, including hiking trail development and habitat improvement.  

Applicant  Projects  Acres Conserved  Funding  

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Resources 
8               40,701.18   $         7,915,255.59  

Division of Forestry  6                 3,662.77   $         6,213,849.35  

Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves  49                 11,788.03  $        10,155,385.42  

Department of Parks  16                 5,342.18   $         7,047,138.74  

Wild Rivers Program  16                 6,428.61   $         8,369,489.94  

Multiple Agency Partners  6               14,781.09   $       11,673,455.86  

County Governments  35                 7,333.11   $       13,693,295.13  

City Governments  10                    542.55   $         1,709,119.25  

Metro Governments  8 
                   

1,013.24  
 $         3,288,294.45  

Colleges/Universities  8                 2,078.70   $         4,952,276.55  

Conservation Districts  8                 1,484.44  $         4,589,972.66  

Non -Profit 4 764.477 $          1,557,385.50 

Totals 173               95,920.38  $       81,164,918.44  

Note: Includes both acquisition and management costs.  

Summary of the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund efforts as of 1995 - June 2022  
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KHLCF 

Project  Agency  County  Acres  

Perryville State Nature Area  OKNP  Boyle 384 

Red RiverñGritter Ridge  OKNP Powell  375.44 

  Total: 759.44 

 

Funding awarded was for land purchase, associated pre -acquisition costs (appraisals, title, 

and survey work), or approved management activities. Due to complexities of the land 

acquisition process it often takes several years for the KHLCF to successfully complete 

projects. In some cases, projects are withdrawn by the seller and not completed. This fiscal 

year no projects were awarded.  

Since 1995 to 2022 The Kentucky Heritage Land Program has protection on:  

¶ 67 Competitive sites totaling 17,183.497 acres.  

¶ 69 Non -competitive sites totaling 90,193.438. 

 

Fiscal Year Acquisitions  

Summary of the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund efforts as of 1995 - June 2022  
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KHLCF 

Annual Revenue  

Funding for the KHLCF is generated from the sale of nature license plates, the state portion 

of unmined mineral tax on coal, environmental fines, interest income, and donations. By 

statute, the Kentucky Environmental Education Council receives the first $150,000 collected 

from environmental fines and the Office of Energy Policy receives the first $400,000 of 

unmined minerals taxes. However, in FY2022 the unmined mineral tax only generated $7,781 

all of which was transferred to the Office of Energy Policy.  

FY  
License 

Plates 
 Fines Un-Mined Tax  Interest  Other  

KEEC/OEP 

deductions  
TOTALS 

2012  $571,970   $2,199,708   $2,870,186   $74,111   ($550,000) $5,165,974  

2013  $431,100   $2,332,183   $2,820,758   ($14,433)  ($550,000) $5,019,608  

2014  $412,370   $1,709,373   $2,676,912   $71,526   $71  ($550,000) $4,320,251  

2015  $402,118   $2,773,396   $2,287,058   $85,541   $945  ($550,000) $4,999,058  

2016  $288,182   $2,070,527   $1,637,571   $126,302   ($550,000) $3,572,581  

2017  $379,370   $1,586,457   $676,305   $59,298   $25  ($550,000) $2,151,454  

2018  $365,590   $2,262,555   $636,307   $100,261   $385  ($550,000) $2,815,097  

2019 $361,050 $1,492,233 $ 333,392 $182,467  ($483,392) $1,885,750  

2020 $361,460 $1,909,592 $166,097 $60,986  ($166,097) $2,182,037 

2021  $349,170   $961,284   $281,899   ($52)  ($281,899)  $1,160,402  

2022 $365,120 $667,373 $6,559 ($7,781)  ($6,558.82) $881,271 



12 

Conservation Easement Highlights  

 

When KHLCF funding conserves an eligible natural area, a permanent conservation 

easement is placed on that property. This ensures that the site will always be managed for 

conservation and nature -based recreation. OKNP staff inspect each of these conservation 

easements periodically, and our partners submit reports on their activities. Here are just a 

few highlights from some of our 54 conservation easement partners:  

 

¶ Tygarts State Forest, managed by the 

Kentucky Division of Forestry, recently 

acquired an additional 238 acres. The new 

tract increases the size of the state forest 

to 1,814 acres. Tygarts  SF is part of a larger 

habitat corridor totaling 3,100 acres 

involving Carter Caves State Park and Bat 

Cave State Nature Preserve.  These lands 

provide crucial habitat for several 

imperiled bat species.  

 

¶ Logan -Hubble Memorial Park of Lincoln 

and Garrard County received a $250,000 

Recreational Trails Grant through the 

Recreational Trails Program. The funding 

will aid with the establishment of an 

environmental education field operation 

station that will provide a unique opportunity for students to participate in field lessons, 

lab work, and other environmental learning opportunities while visiting the park.  

KHLCF 

Rafinesqueõs big-eared bat ( Plecotus rafinesquii ) 

and Virginia big -eared bat ( Corynorhinus 

(=Plecotus) townsendii virginianus ). Photo: JRM.  

,ÏÇÁÎ-(ÕÂÂÌÅ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ 0ÁÒËȢ 0ÈÏÔÏȡ +ÅÎÔÕÃËÙ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 
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¶ Hidden River Cave, located in the City of Horse Cave, received a personal record high 

of visitors for 2021 totaling nearly 29,000.  Hidden River Cave was once known as the 

most polluted cave in North America due to industrial and domestic waste issues. This is 

significant because the water from the 

cave system enters the Green River which 

is one of the most important freshwater 

streams left in North America. With the help 

of KHLCF, a new waste treatment facility, 

the American Cave Conservation 

Association, and dedicated community 

members, this cave now helps fuel the 

local economy through tourism and is an 

important protected natural area. This 

incredible natural resource success story 

was recently featured in a short film  

produced by EECõs Land, Air & Water 

webizine.  

 

¶ The Parklands of Floyds Fork received a 

prestigious award from the Garden Club of 

America. The 2022 Cynthia Pratt Laughlin 

M e d a l  r e c o g n i z e s  o u ts t a n d i n g 

achievement in environmental protection.  

The Parklands are riparian greenspaces of 

Floyds Fork covering nearly 4,000 acres in 

Jefferson County. The Kentucky Heritage 

Land Conservation has helped purchase 

over 268 acres of this protected area at 

Pope Lick Park.  

Hidden River Cave entrance.  

Pope Lick Park of the Floydõs Fork Parklands system.  

Hidden River Cave.  

KHLCF 

https://landairwater.me/2022/01/14/the-success-of-hidden-river-cave%ef%bf%bc/
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Nature and history are intricately linked 

when it comes to conservation in 

Kentucky. Efforts to conserve historic 

battlefields, homesteads, camps, and 

more also aid in the protection of the 

ecological communities that exist on 

the landscape. Many of these lands are 

protected in perpetuity thanks the  

Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation 

Fund. In December of 2021, OKNP and 

KHLCF debuted the short film òThe 

Nature of History ó. This collaborative 

piece was put together by WKU PBS 

with the help of our partners. The film highlights the profound and fascinating mix of natural 

and historic heritage on KHLCF funded sites: Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site and 

Nature Preserve, Tebbs Bend Nature Area, Blue Licks Battlefield State Historic Site and 

Nature Preserve, Lower Howards Creek Nature and Heritage Preserve, and Abraham 

Lincoln Birth Place. Several rare species or communities have been documented on each 

of these sites.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History and Nature  

Blue Licks Battlefield boardwalk in Nicholas County. Photo by: Kentucky 

Tourism 

Lower Howards Creek in Clark County  

Shortõs goldenrod is a federally and state 

endangered, also globally rare, species found at 

Blue Licks. 

Tebbõs Bend Nature Area in Taylor County. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxHy2kOrqHo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxHy2kOrqHo

