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A Message from KSNPC Director Zeb Weese

I n 1976, Kentuckyés:"%‘*
created the Kentucky State Nature
Preserves Commission (KSNPC). Its vision
has proven to be a worthwhile
i nvest ment i n conser
natural heritage. This report reflects the
accomplishments of the last biennium
and considers the f uth¥
as the central source for information .
about Kentuckyds natu
role as the lead agency in conservation

of the Commonweal t ho g
areas - from the Jackson Purchase to
Pine Mountain. In the coming years, conserving areas for recreation will become even
more of a priority, as the Energy and Environment Cabinet  continues its efforts to improve
the quality of life for Kentuckians and provide opportunities for tourists to enjoy the natural
beauty of the Commonwealth.

Part of the KSNPC mission has alwaysbeen 0t o promote understanding al
the aesthetic, cultural, scientific and spiritual values of our unpolluted and unspoiled
envi r on me&on incréase organizational efficiency, the KSNPC recently assumed

responsibility for two of the Cabinetds ot hehe cor
Kentucky Wild Rivers Program (KWRP) , whose mi ® saffoodnthe icidizen® of the
Commonwealth an opportunity to enjoy natural streams, to attract out -of -state visitors, to

assure the well -being of our tourist industry, to preserve for future generations the beauty of
certain areas unt r aandé¢hé eKentubky Hentage Ladd Conservation Fund
(KHLCF), whose missionisto benef it the citizens of Kentucky [
maintenance of certain lands for use as state parks, recreation areas, state forests, nature
preserves, wildlife management areas, and wetl and

While we will continue to manage our

X7 f & state nature preserves to improve
native species habitat and provide

areas for hiking and birdwatching, the
watershed conservation areas

>4 managed under the KWRP will allow

2 KSNPC to offer fishing, paddling, and
Bhunt i ng opportunities
:conservation easements  will offer a

% wide range of outdoor recreation and
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Kent udgsk ySt at e Nature Preserves

The primary purpose of the state nature preseuefers sy
the people of present and future generations the benefits of an enduring resource of natural areas . 0

The KSNPCO6s 63 preserves tot al 28,022 acres and pro
state, from Hickman County to Harlan County.

KSNPC preserves are:

1 habitats for native plant and animal species;

9 laboratories for scientific research and
education;

T living museums, presenting a window to the
|l andscapes of Kent uck

1 places of scenic beauty and reminders of
the vital human dependence upon fresh

air, clean water, and unspoiled natural

areas.




Kentucky State Nature Preserves and State Natural Areas

I State Nature Preserve / State Natural Area
County with State Nature Preserve / State Natural Arca

* SNP = State Nature Preserve
* SPNP = State Park Nature Preserve
* SNA = State Natural Arca / Wildlife Management Arca

* Names highlighted in yellow are open to the public Boone County Cliffs SNP
* Names with a s are by appointment (call first) Miles ) . !
* Floracliff SNP, 2 Quiet Trails SNP
River Cliffs SNP 6, 0%%; Blue Licks SPNP
Rockeress Hills SNP w = hort's Goldenrod SNP Jesse Stuart SNP
Grant

Dinsmore Woods SNP

Crooked Creek SNI

Julian Savanna SNP A Galla
/ Bat Cave SNP

Tom Dorman SNP,

Owen \ Cascade Caverns SNP

Six Mile Island SNP Blackacre SNP

Beargrass Creck SNP.

Apple Valley Glades SNP

Vernon-Douglas SNP

Jim Scudder SNP
Springhouse Barrens SNP

Lower Howard's Creck SNP

Pilot Knob SNP

awrence

Eastview Barrens SNP

Natural Bridge SPNP

e John B. Stephenson
Lo Kex 1 ~ Memorial Forest SNP

John James Audubon SPNP,

Lone Oak Barrens SNP_/

Cypress Creek SNP.
Bissell Bluff SNA

Newman's Bluff SNA
Bad Branch SNP

Metropolis Lake SNP
Kingdom Come SPNP
i Lewis Pinc Barrens SNP
E. Lucy Braun SPNP

James E. Bickford SNP

Stone Mountain SNA

Axe Lake Swaimp SNP

Three Ponds SNP

Logan County Glade SNP

Brigadoon SNP |  Bouteloua Barrens SNP Pt Moiitain SPND Blanton Forest SNP
Goodrum Cave SNPThompson Creck Glades SNP Martin's Fork SNA
Blood River Seeps SNP Flat Rock Glade SNP Woodburn Glade SNP S
Chaney Lake SNP
Cumberland Falls SPNP

Raymond Athey Barrens SNP

Obion Creck SNP
Archer-Benge SNP

Terrapin Creek SNP

Note: State Nature Preserve / State Natural Area Directory available online @
i es.htm

es ky.g dship/p:

WW!
EPSG: 3089

Many of Kentuckyo6s natur al communities are represen

the best remaining examples of a rare community or species known in the state. Conserving these
areas reduces the risk that species found there will become federally endangered, helps the
recovery of already federally listed species and moves these species closer towards their delisting.
1 Of 343 plant species listed as state endangered, threatened or special concern, 143 are con-
served in perpetuity on state nature preserves.

 Of 334 animal species listed as endangered, threatened or special concern, 96 have been
conserved on state nature preserves.

1 Of Kentuckyds 62 natur al -qualitynexamples havetbggn eomserved 3  h i gt
on state nature preserves.




KSNPC State Nature Preserves by County

COUNTY STATE NATURE PRESERVE FEATURES ACRES
Allen Carpenter Cave CE* Federally listed bat site 14
Goodrum Cave SNP Federally listed bat site 51
Ballard Axe Lake Swamp SNP Wetland 458
Barren Brigadoon SNP Mature forest 184
Mutters Cave SNP Federally listed bat site 108
Bell Pine Mountain SPNP Forest 868
Boone Boone County Cliffs SNP Glacial feature 75
Dinsmore Woods SNP Mature forest 107
Federal candidate 60
Bullitt Apple Valley Glades SNP plant
Calloway Blood River Seeps SNP Unique wetland 193
Carter Bat Cave SNP Federally listed bat site 128
Cascade Caverns SNP Rare plants 18
Christian Bob Overton Cave CE Federally listed bat site 55
Clark Lower Howar dds Cr e &dderdiNited plant 228
Fayette Floracliff SNP Geologic feature 287
Fleming Shortd&ds Gol denr od Fedaddy listed plant 210
Franklin Baxley CE Federally listed plant 64
Feindel CE Federally listed plant 15
Julian Savanna SNP Unigue woodland 42
River Cliffs SNP Federally listed plant 210
Rockcress Hills SNP Federally listed plant 65
Garrard Tom Dorman SNP KY River Palisades 764
Graves Terrapin Creek SNP Unique wetland 268
Grayson Lone Oak Barrens SNP Glade/barrens 33.5
Greenup Jesse Stuart SNP Forest 714
Hardin Eastview Barrens SNP Rare plant site 119
Jim Scudder SNP Rare plant site 231
Springhouse Barrens SNP Rare plant site 54
Vernon -Douglas SNP Mature forest 730
Harlan Blanton Forest SNP Old growth forest 3124
Hi Lewis SNP Pine woodland 427
James E. Bickford SNP Forest 348
Martinds For k S NAWVildRIiver corridor 1601
Pine Mountain Trail SPNP Rare plant site 609
Stone Mountain SNA Rare plant site 1025
Harrison Quiet Trails SNP Forest 165
Henderson John James Audubon SPNP Forest 339
Hickman Obion Creek SNP Wetland 1601
Three Ponds SNP Wetland 528
Jefferson Beargrass Creek SNP Education site 41
Blackacre SNP Education site 175
Six Mile Island SNP Riverine island 81
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Jessamine Tom Dorman SNP KY River Palisades 143
Larue Thompson Creek Glades SNP Rare plant site 169

Letcher Bad Branch SNP Rare plant/animal site 2785
Kingdom Come SPNP Federally listed bat site 225
Lewis Crooked Creek SNP Rare plant site 694
Lincoln Bouteloua Barrens SNP Large grassland 261
Livingston Bissell Bluff SNA Forest 563
Newmands Bl uff S N-Aderallylisted plant 169
Logan Logan County Glade SNP Rare plant site 42
Raymond Athey Barrens SNP Rare plant site 156
McCracken Metropolis Lake SNP Wetland 123

McCreary Cumberland Falls SNP Waterfalls and forest 1294
Muhlenberg Cypress Creek SNP Wetland 98

Powell Natural Bridge SPNP Forest, rock arches 1188
Pilot Knob SNP Geologic feature 742
Pulaski Francis Johnson Palk SNP Wetland/seep 233
Robertson Blue Licks SPNP Federally listed plant 53
Rockcastle John B. Stephenson SNP Forest and waterfall 123
Simpson Flat Rock Glade SNP Rare plant site 99
Warren Chaney Lake SNP Transient lake 169
Woodburn Glade SNP Rare plant site 20

Whitley Archer -Benge SNP Forest 1864
TOTAL NUMBER OF COUNTIES 40
TOTAL NUMBER OF PRESERVES 63

TOTAL NUMBER OF ACRES 28,022

*CE indicates private land conserved by a KSNPC/KHLCF conservation easement.

A wealth of information on your state nature preserves is available at

http://naturepreserves.ky.gov

including a directory, trail maps, and directions.

The KSNPC owns and manages most of these sites, but some are owned by other organizations,
including the Kentucky Department of Parks, Floracliff Nature Sanctuary, and fiscal courts.



http://naturepreserves.ky.gov
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Most KSNPC areas are rugged and the

hiking experiences are like no others in

the state. Blanton Forest State Nature

Preserve in Harlan County offers hiking

i n t he st at egiowth forest y ol d
with public hiking trails. During the

biennium the Explore Kentucky Initia-

tive and the Kentucky Natural Lands

Trustbegan co -hosting guided hikes of
the nature preserve.



