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Email: naturepreserves@ky.gov 

 
Website: https://eec.ky.gov/Nature-Preserves/ 

 
www.facebook.com/KentuckyNaturePreserves/ 

 

The Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund Board 
 

Mr. Jason L. ñZebò Weese, Chairman 
Representing the Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves  

 
Dr. Richard K. Kessler, Vice-Chairman 

Representing the Kentucky Academy of Sciences 
 

Mr. Carl Breeding, Treasurer 
Lexington, KY 

Representing citizens of the Commonwealth with experience in land acquisition 
 

Mr. Ted Jessup 
Greenville, KY 

Representing agricultural interests 
 

Mr. Hugh N. Archer 
Lawrenceburg, KY 

Representing environmental organizations 
 

Dr. Paul Sheets 
Paintsville, KY 

Representing the League of Kentucky Sportsman 
 

Commissioner John Small 
Representing the Kentucky Department for Natural Resources 

 
Commissioner Donnie Holland 

Representing the Kentucky Department of Parks 
 

Commissioner Rich Storm 
Representing the Kentucky Department for Fish and Wildlife Resources 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The KNP and KHLCF provides, on request, reasonable accommodations including auxiliary aids and 
services necessary to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to participate in all 
services, programs and activities. To request materials in an alternative format, contact the KNP above. 
Hearing and speech-impaired persons can contact the agency by using the Kentucky Relay Service, a toll
-free telecommunication device for the deaf (TDD). For voice to TDD, call 800-648-6057. For TDD to 
voice, call 800-648-6056.   

This report is submitted to the Governor and the General Assembly as directed by  
KRS 146 and 418 KAR relating to the Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves,                        

the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund, and the Rare Plant Recognition Act. 

mailto:naturepreserves@ky.gov
https://eec.ky.gov/Nature-Preserves/
http://www.facebook.com/KentuckyNaturePreserves/
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Executive Directorõs Message 

The end of another exciting year for the Office of Kentucky 

Nature Preserves (KNP) and the Kentucky Heritage Land 

Conservation Fund (KHLCF) is upon us. In the following pages 

youõll learn a little about how weõve spent our time conserving 

Kentuckyõs wild places and the species that call them home, as 

well as how you can help.  

First up youõll read about the recent successes of the KHLCF 

Board to fund the purchase and conservation of natural areas 

using proceeds from your purchase of òNatureõs Finestó license 

plates and other sources. During the Fiscal Year ending on June 

30, 2019, we successfully purchased nearly 1,000 acres in Bullitt 

County at Knobs State Forest and Bernheim Forest, plus another 

500 acres at natural areas ranging from Perryville Battlefield to 

the Green River State Natural Area. The KHLCF is working on 

over 20 other projects that will conserve another 5,000 acres.  

Next, KNP has stepped up its natural areas management program. Since July 2018 our Natural 

Areas Branch has doubled from six to 12 filled positions, a record. Weõve hired a new full-time Trails 

Specialist to improve our hiking trail safety and infrastructure throughout the state, and created two 

new full -time natural areas manager positions to focus on rare species habitat management, as 

well as two additional seasonal natural areas technicians positions. However, these positions are 

dependent on grant funding. We secured an important grant from the National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation for shortleaf pine restoration, but much of our land management funding comes from 

donations to the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund , the Keith MacAdam Trail Endowment 

for Kentucky Nature Preserves , and the Nature and Wildlife Tax -Checkoff Fund , so your individual 

donations are vitally important to care for Kentuckyõs nature preserves.  

In addition to donating funds, you can also donate your time. Youõll find information on our new 

volunteer and outreach program, thanks to our outreach specialist, the other newly created 

Natural Areas Branch position. Folks that love nature also love to discover new places. Our new 

webpage at http://eec.ky.gov/  includes an online map to make our hiking areas easier to find for 

your quiet enjoyment. To keep up -to -date on all our projects and progress, including our expanded 

schedule of guided hikes, just follow us at https://www.facebook.com/KentuckyNaturePreserves/ . 

Of course, in addition to managing our own natural areas we also work on rare species inventories, 

restoration, and recovery on other lands. KNP is Kentuckyõs official cooperator with the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service for federally endangered and at -risk plants under Section 6 of the federal 

Endangered Species Act.  This year we created a new Rare Plant Conservation Section to focus on 

these efforts, and created three new full -time botanist positions.  Again, these are dependent on 

grants and we are grateful for our partnerships with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest 

Service, Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, Kentucky Department of Agriculture, 

Kentucky Department of Transportation, and many others. The partnerships help us to document 

the occurrences of rare plants in the Commonwealth and guide their management and 

Ybt 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ½Ŝō ²ŜŜǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ƘŀǊŘ-ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ 

https://eec.ky.gov/Nature-Preserves/conserving_natural_areas/KHLCF/Pages/license_plates.aspx
https://www.bgcf.org/donate-now
https://www.bgcf.org/donate-now
https://eec.ky.gov/Nature-Preserves/get-involved/Pages/Nature-and-Wildlife-Fund.aspx
https://eec.ky.gov/Nature-Preserves/
https://www.facebook.com/KentuckyNaturePreserves/
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restoration. Our ultimate goal is to stabilize or increase populations of Kentuckyõs rare species so 

they are no longer at risk of extinction.  

Our Biological Assessment Branch has also expanded this year, thanks in part to a new partnership 

with the Natural Resource Conservation Service. KNPõs decades of ecological data will be used to 

assist in assessing federal Farm Bill applications, as our endangered species data has for several 

years. Weõre also very excited about our new web-based conservation planning tool, the Kentucky 

Biological Assessment Tool , which has made accessing location -based rare species information 

much easier and faster. Our zoologists continue to add important records to our database through 

new projects like the Kentucky Land Snail Citizen Science Project , which could also use your 

participation.  

Finally, weõre very proud of the team weõve put together at the Office of Kentucky Nature 

Preserves, so please check out our staff listings at the end of the report. These are some of the best 

and most dedicated in their fields, we are all fortunate to have them working to conserve 

Kentucky's natural wonders.  

I hope you enjoy learning a bit about what we do, and consider how you can help us continue our 

work conserving Kentuckyõs natural areas and rare species. Of course, this report focuses on the 

last Fiscal Year and we have a lot of great projects that weõre just starting, from a statewide 

roadside pollinator habitat inventory to our òKentucky Naturallyó sequel. Stay tuned! - Zeb Weese  

Award -winning Conservation  

The KHLCF Boardõs efforts have been recognized 

this year in a couple of very different ways. In May 

we were one of only two recipients of the òState 

Preservation Leadership Awardó by the American 

Battlefield Trust at their Annual Conference in 

appreciation of our efforts to preserve thousands of 

acres that protect both significant historic sites and 

rare species habitat.  

 

 

That was followed by a regional EMMY Award for 

our television special Kentucky Naturally  co -

produced with our friends at WKU PBS, which 

featured KHLCF natural areas throughout the state 

from State Nature Preserves to local parks.  

Weõve already begun a sequel that will combine 

these two great ideas ñour new PBS special will 

focus on KHLCF-funded historic sites like Perryville 

Battlefield and Blue Licks Battlefield.  

½Ŝō ²ŜŜǎŜΣ ²Y¦Ωǎ bŜƛƭ tǳǊŎŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ /ƘŜǊȅƭ .ŜŎƪƭŜȅΣ ŀƴŘ 

Y5C²wΩǎ ½ŀŎƪ /ƻǳŎƘ Ŏƻ-ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅΦ 

½Ŝō ²ŜŜǎŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ  {ǘŀǘŜ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

!ǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ !.¢ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ  WƛƳ  [ƛƎƘǘƘƛȊŜǊ Φ 

https://kynaturepreserves.org/
https://kynaturepreserves.org/
https://eec.ky.gov/Nature-Preserves/get-involved/Pages/Citizen-Science.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2XAMYliiFXuHdwLwHwSqcg/featured
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KNP Natural Areas Map  

KNP manages four distinct programs to conserve Kentuckyõs natural areas. While they each have 

some things in common ñrare species habitat, environmental education opportunities, and       

conserving the natural areas through a combination of land acquisition, conservation easements, 

and public -private partnerships ð they have some differences.  
¶ The Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund  

   Assists with funding conservation at the local and state level.  
¶ The State Nature Preserve System  

   Prioritizes rare species habitat conservation and quiet enjoyment of natural areas.  
¶ The Natural Areas Registry  

   Recognizes private landowners and others who own land with outstanding ecological attributes.  
¶ The Wild Rivers Program  

   Focuses on riparian forest conservation and paddling opportunities on pristine rivers and streams.  

As of July 1, 2019, Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves programs include:  
 

¶ 19,217 acres owned by KNP in 41 State Nature Preserves   

¶ 6,417 acres owned by KNP in 6 State Natural Areas   

¶ 7,324 acres dedicated  by KNP in 22 State Nature Preserves owned by partnering agencies   

¶ 12,641 acres in conservation easements at 54 KHLCF natural areas owned by local concerns  

¶ 60,110 acres of deed restrictions 26 KHLCF natural areas owned by other state agencies  

¶ 8,260 acres owned by private landowners and other agencies in 59 Registered Natural Areas  

¶ 26,382 acres owned by private landowners and other agencies in 9 Wild Rivers Corridors  
 

While the grand total of 113,000 acres in these programs is an impressive number, it is only 0.45% of 

Kentuckyõs 25 million acres! Appendix I has lists of KNP natural areas by county and status. 
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Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund  

The  Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund (KHLCF) is the primary source of state funding for 

the purchase and management of natural areas. Each property funded by the KHLCF is protected 

in perpetuity by a conservation easement or deed restriction . The fund was established by the    

Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Act in 1990. This legislation established four priorities for land 

conservation.  

The fund is managed by the nine member Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund Board       

appointed by the governor. Revenue for the fund comes from the state portion of the unmined 

minerals tax on coal, environmental fines, sale of Kentucky nature license plates and interest. The 

KHLCF is administratively managed by KNP.  

The Four Priorities for Heritage Land Funding  

¶ Natural areas that possess unique features such as habitat for rare and endangered species;  

¶ Areas important to migratory birds;  

¶ Areas that perform important natural functions subject to alteration or loss;  

¶ Areas to be preserved in their natural state for public use, outdoor recreation and education.   

KHLCF funds are distributed quarterly as follows by statute:  

¶ 10% Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources  

¶ 10% Department of Parks  

¶ 10% Division of Forestry  

¶ 10% Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves  

¶ 10% Kentucky Wild Rivers Program  

¶ 50% Competitive Funding for Local Governments, Colleges, Nonprofit Land Trusts, and Agencies  



 

мл 

Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund ñConserving Kentuckyõs Forests  

The Kentucky Heritage Land 

Conservation Fund (KHLCF) 

program conserved over 1,000 

acres of forest in October 2018 for 

both habitat and hiking. The 

Jeffreyõs Cliff Natural Area was 

created in Hancock County, along 

with additions to both Knobs State 

Forest and the nearby Bernheim 

Arboretum and Research Forest in 

Bullitt County.   

The 494-acre addition to Bernheim 

Forest and 496 -acre addition to 

Knobs State Forest are part of an 

effort to create a wildlife corridor 

linking the nearby Apple Valley Glades State Nature Preserve, Bernheim Forest, Knobs State Forest, 

Fort Knox, and other natural areas. These Bullitt County natural areas also have restoration potential 

for Kentucky gladecress, an endemic federally endangered plant found at Apple Valley.  

Bernheim Forest is Kentuckyõs largest private nonprofit conservation area, and has been open to 

the public for environmental education since the 1950s.  The KHLCF funded a 95 acres addition to 

Bernheim in 2015.  

Knobs State Forest is managed by the Kentucky Division of Forestry. The KHLCF helped fund the 

original 1,540 acre tract that established the State Forest in the 1990s.  

The 137-acre Jeffreyõs Cliff conserves several rare species and ecological communities on a 

sandstone cliff system that is unusual in Western Kentucky. Another 140 acres will be added to the 

area within the next year. Approximately four miles of hiking trails are planned for the site, which will 

be managed by the Hancock County Fiscal Court under a KHLCF Board -approved management 

plan. This is the first project in Hancock County for the KHLCF.  

The KHLCF funded all of the Jeffreyõs Cliff and Knobs State Forest projects, and half of the Bernheim 

Forest project. Additional funding for Bernheim Forest was provided by the Imperiled Bat 

Conservation Fund. As a result of these projects the KHLCF Board now holds conservation 

easements on the Jeffryõs Cliff and Bernheim Forest tracts and a deed restriction on Knobs State 

Forest, to ensure they are managed for conservation purposes.  

These natural areas are great examples of compatible habitat conservation and ecotourism. Not 

only does each provide important places for Kentuckyõs native wildlife and plants to thrive, but also 

scenic places to hike and enjoy nature, which plays an increasingly important part in Kentuckyõs 

quality -of -life and $12 billion dollar outdoor recreation economy.  


