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To secure for the people of present and future generations the benefits of an enduring resource of
natural areas by establishing a system of nature preserves. krs146.440

To promote understanding and appreciation of the aesthetic, cultural, scientific and spiritual values of
our unpolluted and unspoiled environment. krs 145.410

To recognize endangered and threatened species of plants for human enjoyment, for scientific
P purposes, and to ensure their perpetuation as viable components of their ecosystems for the benefit
of the people of Kentucky. «rs 14600

To provide a central clearing house of information for environmental and conservation matters and
maintain an inventory of natural types, flora, and fauna within the Commonwealth. krs 146.485

To afford the citizens of the Commonwealth an opportunity to enjoy natural streams and to preserve

for future generations the beauty of certain areas untrammeled by man through the Kentucky Wild
Rivers Program. krs146.200-360

To benefit the citizens of Kentucky through the acquisition and maintenance of certain lands for use as
state parks, recreation areas, state forests, nature preserves, wildlife management areas, and wetlands
through administration of the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund . «gs 146.550-570
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Executive Directords Message

So where do we start? As we all know, 2020 has presented
everyone with some unexpected and unprecedented

challenges i the Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves included.
Thankfully, due to our exceptional team of staff and partners, ;
wedve been able to weather the st

wedve spent the |l ast year on a wi
and old. g

First, the challenges. OKNP staff has largely faced the same COVID -
19 issues that you have fi working in isolation from home instead of
with our office community, daily video conferences, home
schooling our children, worrying about the health of our family and
friends. But another challenge has been created by the explosion in
visitation of Kentuckyos trai lowned
properties have remained open throughout the pandemic with

social distancing policies in place, and thanks to our trail crew
wedve | argely been able to keep
However, some of our partners have not been as fortunate. Many

of them closed during the spring and are only now beginning to

open as | write this in early July. Others remain closed, unable to
handle the increased pressure in an ecologically responsible way,
and i nundated with crowds that -19o0onét al ways foll ow
protocols.

We wurge you to remember to practice oLeave No Trace
place the highest priority on protecting the ecological integrity of the area fi not necessarily what is
convenient. Natural area parking lots are typically designed to limit capacity on purpose. If the lot

is full, it is a good idea to go somewhere else for the day.

Now on t o t he good news! We 6 v e had S 0 me remar kabl
established our first new State Nature Preserve in over a decade, thanks to the remarkable

donation of over 300 -acres by a more -than -generous couple who wanted to share their love of

nature with Kentucky. We established a new shared staff position with the Natural Resource
Conservation Service to more effectively use OKNPO®Gs
federal Farm Bill applications f which means more money in the pockets of farmers who want to

improve habitat for those species on their property. We established other new partnerships: with the

Office of Energy Policy to use our data to help site renewable energy projects, such as solar arrays,

in areas that wono6t negatively i mpact rare species,
to assess rare plants and pollinator habitat along Kentucky roadways. And, in a cause very close to

my heart, for the first time since 2014 the budget passed by the General Assembly and signed by

Governor Beshear does not osweepd6 any funds from tF
Fund, leaving those funds to purchase and manage natural areas throughout the state. These are

just some of the accompli shments youdl |l read about i
possible without OKNP&6s remarkable staff and partne]
species and natural habitats.

Kentucky will indeed get through this together.



KNP Natural Areas Map

The Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund cKY &
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Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves Y

Preserving Kentucky’s Natural Treasures

o
The Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves (KNP) conserves natural la:ﬂ;:; "

areas through the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund Kentucky Nalure Preserves
(KHLCF), Wild Rivers System, and State Nature Preserves programs.

L d

http://eec.ky.gov 300 Sower Blvd | Frankfort, KY 40601 https://www.facebook.com/KentuckyNaturePreserves/

KNP manages four distinct programs to conserve Kentucky?os
common goals fi rare species habitat, environmental education opportunities, and conserving natural areas

through a combination of land acquisition, conservation easements, and public -private partnerships & they

have some differences.

1 The Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund
Assists with funding conservation at the local and state level.
9 The State Nature Preserve System
Prioritizes rare species habitat conservation and quiet enjoyment of natural areas.
9 The Natural Areas Registry
Recognizes private landowners and others who own land with outstanding ecological attributes.
1 The Wild Rivers Program
Focuses on riparian forest conservation and paddling opportunities on pristine rivers and streams.

As of July 1, 2020, Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves programs include:
19,563 acres owned by KNP on 41 State Nature Preserves
6,417 acres owned by KNP on 6 State Natural Areas

7,324 acres dedicated by KNP on 22 State Nature Preserves owned by partnering agencies

1
1
1
9 13,017 acres on conservation easements at 54 KHLCF natural areas owned by local concerns
1 62,146 acres of deed restrictions on 26 KHLCF natural areas owned by other state agencies

i 8,586 acres owned by private landowners and other agencies on 59 Registered Natural Areas
1 26,382 acres owned by private landowners and other agencies on 9 Wild Rivers Corridors

While the grand total of 143,435 acres in these programs is an impressive number, it is less than 0.6% of
Kentuckyds 25 million acres! Appendix | has [|[ists of KNP
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Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund i Historic Accomplishments

Since 1995, the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund (KHLCF) Board has played an integral
Kentuckyos
tracts in 67 counties. KHLCF funds both the acquisition of property and management, including

part in protecting and conserving over 94,000 acres

hiking trail development and habitat improvement.

natur al

Summary of the

Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund
Efforts as of 1995 - June 2020
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Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund

A Projects/Acquisitions

These properties were successfully acquired in FY2020, out of thirty approved active projects.
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Due to an overall decline in revenue coupled with General Fund sweeps since 2014, awards have
been made contingent upon future available funding. Some funds were available from refunds of
previously approved projects that could not be acquired. It is unclear if all funding will be available
for all projects as the acquisition process typically takes two years. Funding awarded was for land

purchase, associated pre

-acquisition costs (appraisals, title, and survey work), or approved

management activities. Due to complexities of the land acquisition process it often takes several
years for the KHLCF to successfully complete projects. In some case, projects are withdrawn by the
seller and not completed. The following are active projects we are working towards completion,

but with no guarantee of success or specific timeline.
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Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund

M N

i Annual Revenue

Funding for the KHLCF is generated from the sale of nature license plates, the state portion of
unmined mineral tax on coal, environmental fines, interest income, and donations. By statute, the
Kentucky Environmental Education Council receives the first $150,000 collected from environmental
fines and the Office of Energy Policy receives the first $400,000 of unmined minerals taxes. However,
in FY2020 the unmined mineral tax only generated $166,096.82 all of which was transferred to the
Office of Energy Policy.

In Fiscal Year 2020 the enacted state budget swept $2.5 million from the KHLCF into the state
general fund. These general fund sweeps began in FY 2014. After the FY 2020 general fund sweep,
the annual revenue for the KHLCF was $717,962 to the negative. Awards made and projects
completed in FY 2020 were made from a combination of revenue carried forward from previous

years, funds returned from withdrawn projects, and license plate revenue. License plate revenue is

in a separate account and to date has not been swept into the general fund. The 1
budget developed by Governor Beshear and passed by the General Assembly in spring 2020
included no sweeps from the KHLCF for the first time since 2014.

-year FY21
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Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund A Conservation Easement

When KHLCF funding conserves a natural area at a county park,
land trust site, or university research station, a permanent
conservation easement is placed on that property. This ensures
that the site will always be managed for conservation and

nature -based recreation. KNP staff inspects each of these
conservation easements annually, and our partners submit
reports on their activities. Here are just a few highlights from
some of our 54 conservation easement partners:

S

1 Jeffreys Cliffs Conservation and Recreation Area officially I SNALE OASs 2F WSGONBEa
opened to the public in June of 2020. This 230  -acre nature | yR wSONBIF a2y I NBI o
preserve is located in Hancock County and features
approximately 5 miles of hiking trails through natural woods, cliffs, and large rock shelters. The
cliffs formation is about three -quarters of a mile from the
Ohio river and it consists of a sandstone plateau, rising
out of the surrounding lands like an island. The cliff rises
from approximately 550 ft at the base to an elevation of
700 ft at the highest point. They are made of sandstone
put down over time when the area was a receding
inland sea and their current configuration is the result of
erosion over eons by the water and the river. The cliffs
average height is 100 to 125 feet with a perimeter of
approximately 4 miles, where they are flanked by several large caves and rock shelters.

WSiNBea /fAda

1 Ninety two Acres were added to the Green River Preserve
Managed by Western Kentucky University (WKU) and the
WKU Research Foundation. This natural area hosts
numerous research projects and classes in disciplines
including ecology, biology, geology, folk studies and
archeology. Several current and ongoing research
projects from WKU graduate students will help benefit
future conservation efforts.

1 The KHLCF supported Kentucky State Parks in funding the
hiking bridge at Breaks Interstate Park (a State Park that
stretches across the Kentucky/Virginia state line). This
proposed 720 foot long swinging bridge will be the
longest in North Americal!

DNBESY wA@GSNI t NBASNBS

1 Larue County Environmental Education and Research
Center held 80 events, activities, and school group
outings in the months prior to COVID -19. A weather station
on site is utilized in school curriculum and data is
accessed by students through their website.
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Introducing the Drennon Creek State

The land in rural Henry County had  [E2e
everything that Eugene Lacefield
was looking for. It was an interesting
plot complete with woods, hills and
hollows, the last farm on a dead -
end road. So, he and his wife Mary
Margaret Lowe purchased the land

in 1978.

Over the next few decades, they
perfected their eco -friendly
farmhouse. They spent afternoons
picnicking next to Drennon Creek
and evenings sitting on the porch,
watching the sunset.

Nature Preserve!

e AT N

0As the years wen
growing more and more fond of this

land f hiking it and building trails
and enjoying it,6 Lacefield said. And it occurred to

enjoy it, too.

In 2018 Lowe and Lacefield decided to donate 338 of their 350 acres to the Office of Kentucky
Nature Preserves, which will protect the land and use it to restore federally endangered species. In
early 2020 the donation was complete and the land was dedicated as Drennon Creek State Nature
Preserve under the ownership of OKNP. It now enjoys the highest level of legal conservation in the
Commonwealth for protecting rare species. The donation has also earned Lowe and Lacefield the
2019 Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund Stewardship Award. The KHLCF Board presents the
annual award to individuals who exemplify responsible natural areas management.

Three hundred and thirty -eight acres of land in Henry County were
donated to create the Drennon Creek State Nature Preserve.

A donation |ike this doesnd6t come along very often,
of Kentucky Nature Preserves. What makes Lowe and La
for restoring Braunos rock
endangered species. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service l i sted B r aBoachesa ro
perstellata ) as endangered in 1995, and Nature

Preserves botanists and managers have been

working ever since to delist one of the
Commonweal thds rarest plants.

Identifiable by its lanceolate leaves and the small

white or lavender flowers produced in mid - to late -
spring, Braunds rockcress 1is
Kentucky counties fi Franklin, Henry and Owen i

and two counties in Tennessee. This new preserve is

Mary Margaret Lowe and Eug quréthel_ngr@%r@nﬂqgt|prHI§tion in the world. Itis
generous donation created the first new State sun intolerant and highly vulnerable to
Nature Preserve in a decade.



https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp0/profile/speciesProfile?sId=4704
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp0/profile/speciesProfile?sId=4704
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Introducing the Drennon Creek State Nature Preserve!

competition from other plants, but it is often found along the steep slopes that lead to the Kentucky
River and its tributaries. Drennon Creek is one such tributary.

MWeese said the office wildl firs
rockcress on the donated property and managing
invasive competitors so the endangered species can
thrive. Restoration is an important part of saving a species

B from extinction and removing its endangered status. The

site also has potential for restoration of another federally
endangered plant, globe bladderpod ( Physaria globosa ),
and several rare mussel species. Once a healthy and
sustainable population has been established, the Office

will explore making the land accessible to the public with
hiking trails and other amenities.

Braunds r Boedheraperstalatal )

The Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves, within the Energy
and Environment Cabinet, owns more than 19,000 acres protected as nature preserves across the

Commonweal th. The officeds mission is first and for
significance 0 including, Weese says, protecting rare species 0 but it also works to conserve land for
Opassived recreational activities |like hiking and b
Weese said.

Lacefield and Lowe, who created hiking trails on their property for private use, offered to perform
day -to-day maintenance of the property as volunteer stewards of the land after it officially
becomes a nature preserve. For Lowe and Lacefield, who have a background in education and
have always cared deeply about the environment, the decision to donate the land was rooted in a
desire to do something that would benefit everybody. They are excited about the restoration
potential of the donation but even more so about its potential for promoting outdoor recreation.

OWe were amazed é that
offer and provide a state nature preserve for

all of Kentucky and surrounding peoples to

C ome visit,o Lacefi el
eventually to see picnic tables at Drennon
Creek State Nature Preserve, as well as a
small shelter and informational kiosks. The
couple also hopes that their donation
encourages others to think about ways they
can make a difference.
be involved with improving, protecting and
conserving the environ

This article is an edited version of 0Coupleds Beloved Far mleato Bec o m

KLYkt yREANBI GSNDSE R Shideh 8 O BBk ID@INEIE S BHID S k



https://eec.ky.gov/Nature-Preserves/Pages/default.aspx
https://landairwater.me/2019/09/23/couples-beloved-farm-to-become-state-nature-preserve/
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The onew6 Abbey of Gethsemani Registered

Since 1848 the Abbey of Gethsemani has managed over 1,500 acres of field and forest in Nelson County,
which include some uncommon native species and habitat. In 2019 the Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves
recognized their historic stewardship by establishing the Abbey of Gethsemani Registered Natural Area.

0The Abbey of Get hsemani wel comes the opportunity to bec
continuing and improving its stewardship of its land, much of which it has held for over 170 years. The most

unspoiled parts of the property are grasslands and glades that will benefit from the expertise the Office of

Kentucky Nature Preserves. We look forward to collaborating with the State of Kentucky in its efforts to
preserve and enhance such natural areas, 6 stated Dom EIli act

The Natural Areas Registry is a voluntary, non -regulatory program designed to provide recognition for sound
ecological stewardship and
awareness of the ecological
significance of a I
property. Under the terms of
the registry agreement, the
landowner does not relinquish
any rights to the property and
simply agrees to protect it to
_af the best of their ability. To be
eligible for registration, a
property must contain habitat
for plants or animals that are
rare or have declining
il populations in Kentucky or that
" | contain an outstanding
“lexample of a  Kentucky
| ecological community, such as
il an old growth forest, wetland,
| glade or prairie.

0The Abbey suppor
complex of several high quality

N rocky grasslands called
2 '-|: DS K En@stanessiope glades, which is
a rare natural community in
Kentucky, 0O says KN
Devin Rodgers. ORocky soil s o-like dpéniags with g tica diversity qf nabvengrdsses, i s | an |
sedges, and wildflowers, many of which are absent in adjacent forests. These glades contained rare,
charismatic grassland species like a large and robust population of prairie clover, white prairie clover,
Eggl estonds violet, Craweds sedge, and cutleaf prairie do
whole because of their high diversity of native grassland species, little disturbance from invasive species, close
spatial proximity, dense clustering of a dozen high -quality openings, and their ownership by a conservation -
mi nded | andowner . 0

[AYSadz2ys$s

KNP and the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) will work together on the
Regi stered Natur al Area site to enhance the gl ades. Nat
programs designed to assist conservation practices on private property will likely be utilized.

oPart of the Office of Kentucky Nature Preservesd mandat e
our unpolluted and wunspoiled environment, and | candt thi
those goals, 06 says Zeb Weese, KNP Executive Director. For
Registry, please go to https://eec.ky.gov/Nature  -Preserves/conserving_natural_areas/.



https://eec.ky.gov/Nature-Preserves/conserving_natural_areas/Pages/default.aspx
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Kentucky State Nature Preserves

The Kentucky Nature Preserves Act of 1976 established the State Nature Preserve system. State

Nature Preserves contain the best remaining examples of rare species populations or natural

communities known in the state, are particularly suited for environmental education, or preserve the
Commonweal thds most spectacular natur al scenery. Col
the risk that a species will become federally endangered, helps the recovery of already listed

species, or moves species closer towards their delisting. These high quality areas are legally
odedicatedod as O0State Nature Preserveso.

1 Of 372 plant species listed as state endangered, threatened or special concern, 206 are
conserved in perpetuity on KNPds state nature prese
1 Of 339 animal species listed as endangered, threatened or special concern, 172 have been

conserved on KNPO&ds state nature preserves and natur

1 Of Ke nt uWlnatyr@l sommunity types, 30 high-quality examples have been conserved on
KNP&ds state nature preserves and natur al areas.

State Nature Preserves with less sensitive habitats are open to the public for hiking, wildlife viewing,
and passive recreation on a system of hiking trails.

Habitat management in the KNP system requires specialized expertise in ecosystem restoration

techniques such as prescribed burning and invasive plant control. Activities range from research on

the viability of a rare species population, to creating educational materials for the public, to
building and maintaining hiking trails. KNP&6s Ndtur
Conservation Section work together on planning and implementation of habitat management.




Hiking on State Nature Preserves

In addition to conserving habitat for rare species, KNP strives to provide passive outdoor recreation
opportunities to the citizens of Kentucky and tourists alike. KNP nature preserves and natural areas
provide an opportunity for individuals, families, and groups to see, hear, explore, and connect with
nature in its purest state possible and to experience what Kentucky may have looked like centuries
ago. For the hiker, nature photographer, bird watcher, and those seeking solitude in pockets of wild
Kentucky, State Nature Preserves, Wild Rivers, and Heritage Lands truly are some of the most
cherished places in the state.

The Keith MacAdam Trail Endowment for Kentucky Nature Preserves was established in 2018 to assist
with improvements on the KNP trail system. Through the financial support the endowment offers, and

an increased focus on organizing volunteers, we have been able to make short and long term plans

to maintain and improve the existing trail systems as well as develop new trails.

KNP has been able to make s everal notable improvements for hikers this year. One of the most
notable changes is our new website, which includes an online tool making it easier to find
information on our public sites.
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Find your new favorite hiking spot now at

https://eec.ky.gov/Nature - Preserves/Locations/



https://www.bgcf.org/donate-now
https://eec.ky.gov/Nature-Preserves/Locations/

Hiking on State Nature Preserves

Over the last year KNP staff have been working hard on improving the trails system by installing new
signs and kiosks with updated maps and area information, re -marking preserve boundaries
installing new boundary signs, and blazing our trails with a new marker that pays homage to our old
emblem.

Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves

(' OFFICE of KENTUCKY [l
=7  NATURE PRESERVES %

KENTUCKY RIVER PALISADES
TOM DORMAN
- STATE NATURE PRESERVE

http: //eec.ky.gov

Tom Dorman State Nature Preserve OFFICE OF KENTUCKY NATURE PRESERVES

Tom Dorman SNP is a short drive from the city of QB RN A0 L] Consarition Fure

Lexington and lets users see the beauty of the -
Kentucky River Palisades and the forests around
it. We are excited to announce that the new Kentucky Nature Preserves conserves about
loop trail is open and has been heavily used by e
many visitors over the last 6 months. A new

parking area off HWY 27 allows easy access
from Lexington and Nicholasville. We have also
installed a new kiosk and updated the trail
maps and preserve brochures to reflect these
changes. A large rock near the cliff edge has
become a popular spot for hikers to take a
break and enjoy the beauty of the palisades. In
areas with multiple trails, different colored owl
blazes are being used to help avoid confusion.

' By purchasing Nature’s Finest License plates, you can
help us to protect and manage important natural
resources of Kentucky
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Hiking on State Nature Preserves

Bad Branch Falls State Nature Preserve

Bad Branch Falls SNP is one of our most popular trail systems we have in the state. Visitors come from
all over the state and other countries to see this beautiful waterfall. The MacAdam Fund has allowed

us to replace two - foot bridges along the trail that were at the end of their life cycle. The bridges
were replaced with the help of VISTA AmeriCorps and should provide years of use. The parking area
was improved with a new culvert and additional gravel. The trails were blazed with our new owl
logo that corresponds with the new map designed for the trails. An updated informational poster
was designed and installed at the kiosk for visitors to learn more about the preserve.

Vernon Douglas State Nature Preserve

This preserve can be easily found off the Bluegrass parkway and offers the public 4.5 miles of
trails. Vernon Douglas SNP offers hikers a moderate hike up to the ridge top and ascends down
the to the creek level with a short spur that goes to the pinnacle. We have been able to keep
the trails cleared from fallen trees and blazed with our new owl logo to assist hikers in following
the trail. This year with the help of a local Eagle Scout a new bridge was added to a creek
crossing on the trail. A new kiosk was added to the trail head and updated informational poster
was added as well as installation of our new interpretive signs. Trail maps were updated and are
now available at the kiosk. Regular visits to the preserve by staff and the help of some local
volunteers help maintain this area. Upcoming plans for this site include two new bridges and a
re-route on the lower portion of the trail system.




